Watton Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Bections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountahility Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

(a)

(b}

The audit of accounts for Walton Parish Council for the year ended 31
March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for Inspection and copying by any locat
government elector of the area of Walton Parish Council on application
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Copies will be prowded to any locat government eiector of the area on
paymentof £_5 .. {e) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return

Announcement made by: (d) (ETKF’\ WP{U}H / (/LEKK/ RF O

Date of announcement: ()

20 Sef1T 2025

Naztas

This notics and Sectlons 1, 2 & 3 of
thie AGAR must be published by 30
Septamber, This must include
publization on the smaller
authority’s website, The smaller
authority must decide how long 1o
publigh the Notica for; the AGAR and
extomal auditor raport must ba
publicly available for 5 yaars,

(@) Insert the name, positien and
address of the person to whom
lozal government slectors shoutd
apply to Inspect the AGAR

{b) Insert the hours during which
Inspaction tights may be
exeroisad
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copying coste

{¢f) Ingert the name and position of
parson ptacing the notice

&) ngert tha deta of plading of the
notfca
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Beetion 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024125

We acknowledge as the members of

W m:z o f’ﬁﬁ\st{ Cown el

our lespanaib:lﬁy for ensuring ihat %hsre is 2 sound system of internal control, including anangeman&s for
the praparation of the Atcounting Statements. We sonfirm, to the best of our knowledge and befief, with
respect 1o the Accounting Statertents for the year ended 31 March 2025, that: '

manwwm duning iha year; anit forthe. pesparation of
frof cdounting Staterments.

1 peepared iz accowmting silonunta n decordsnce
T with fhe Actsunts and Aot Regolaiions.

| 2 We meinizined oy adeguate syaiem-a&"mtemm ool
Ineluding massore deiinned o avent and detect fracd
] sorription ovid-reviessd ity gifectiveness.

i s, rOpLTARhgamgats. and ateeptd resporsibity
. | for safeguarding The pulfic money oeil rostirtes in
] rharge.

$. We ol &l toasonabls saps o assure aivesives
Yhat tHers ank o atars of seiusl or palandal
non-complinnug with lavs, regulations aml Propsr
Peastiogs Fiat couid have o sigoiioant Rnandal effeat
o the'abifity of is atienly f goadutits.
Busifiess or mangge fs Snancas]

| By ondy dons wiet it ha ihe tagal pivet o dp andt Tias
| compiie with Froper Pretlives n tying so.

4, We-provided praper opporiunlly iy e year for
1P exietelse of slectors rightsly pecordancewith the
renuirsments of heAsnotamis snd Audil Regultions,

| e e vear gave alf persons iiferesind e SppaHUNIY
inapoot and i crmshine ahot e ditherilys sueois,

. W cisrisd oot Bn dhsegsrrent of the ks Tating this

st T ancs sover bl i,

authority and wek approptiste seps to manage these . P
ks, incluciig the Introduction ot Intemad controls.andfor £+ " -+

| womsitered and docmentd the Anancial snd ofer Hisks i
Every-ahd GOal with tham properls

§. We matntained hidugheutthe year anaddguste and
sifaative systerm ol intemal sudtt af t&e ammﬁnm\g
rarords: #od enotiol gstaris.

o | araiged fra wm,ne!an} perser, ndsaendsnt ufthp Fyimeiad
| cimthalsand provedures, to ghes an olifocive vigwr-ory whedfer'
Jnteval contrils mest e neods oF this-smalfar authéiy, -

T, Wa fook ap;;mgmam aotion tn gl matters falsed
in raprts fror intemet end extemal audit.

|- vasponsed o mutiors brought o s wltertion by infermal and
f ot ekberysal aueit.

8. Wi chngidared wisther any lhigation, Tabilities of -
‘Horwhitents, syents or Bensactidns, soturting sithér
during or after the yearend, havia Trancalepistoh |
s ssuthnee and, whisges spprogiae, bave mmﬁﬂm ﬁwm
i the-acsouniiog sieleitents.

o, (For lacal counclis anlyy Trost funds mz:&ugiing
ohérfiabis: In cur dapaciy g the sale sianaging
trustze we dischurged e simuniability
respansiblites for e Tndisiestas bdluding
Hnangiet raporting and, I rausirad, Independent -
wxanination or s

) ddisciasud everplidag i siretid have abaurfts buglpass aotlvily
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o el relovant.
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coiporie, 3% & Sofe managing trastee of & fcel
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. how the atthority will addregs the Wealviesses ldentified. Tﬁe«ae sheots mustbe ;mhiashed with the Anmua)

‘Govermarice Ststement

This Annual Govemarice Slatemment was approved st s
_meeﬁmg mf the amhmﬁy o
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and recorded as minde reference:

5%’ |

Sionail by the Chair and Clerk o e mapting where
approval was given
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Section 2 ~ Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

s i reserves aﬂhe bégmnmg m‘ the year

1. Balanges brouglst ; )
farward o 1B ferordad i the Fnancil recerds. Valug mvst agrea fo
) i<} Box 7 of previolis year.
7. () Pracapt or Ratos and L b Tabal gmotnt of precapt (orfor m,@s fam ana‘ fewes}
Laviss . | radieived or raceiveble It the year, Exolidle any grants
-l teceivad,
3. i) Totad olher mceipts L Total Income or recaipls a8 recarded In the cashiboDk fﬁ%
<} the precept or ratesllavies recelved (ine 2). Include any
> grants mtalved,
#. () Btaf costs A Total sxpenditure or payments made fo and on belalf
. - Vof afl emplayess, Inchude gruss salaries and wages,
rmployars Nj contilbutions, emplayérs pansion.
_ oo b oontabotions, gialuilies 40y soverahde payruenis,
&, {+) Lozn irterestfeapital -1 Tolal gxoonciiune or peyments of gapital and fnterest.
FEpRYISHS | made duting the year on the auﬂmﬁtys harmwings {if anjfj
6. () Al other ;ﬁ?&?mm | Totei sxpenditure or payments ap recordad nfha cash-
— & 1| ook fess statf vosts (ling 4) ahd oan ihterastoapital
N : . | fepayments (line 5)
- {7, (%) Batances carried | Total balances and reserves at tim and pf the year. Must
forward - squaf (1+2+3] - (44546).
8. Towmivahe of cosh and | T Tho sum of il curvent and deppsit ek accounts, cash

. short fern investmenis

haltings.and shord lerm Invisstmants held as 2137 March -~
| o agree with bank reconcitiation.

9. Total fxed asseisvlus
1 long term investmsils
and agsels -

- 1 The value of 4l the propérty the autliority vwns - :% i made
A up 6F all e fiveur adsels and long lerat Invesimenis as af
-| 31 Marah,

| 41, Total borrowings

= The wfsf&m}'ir@ vapital baksnce Bs wt 31 Maroh of aif fogre
| i third pariles. (ineluting FPWLE. ;

118, Disclosure nute e Trust funds The Gouncl, as & betly corporats, acts 85 sele frustes dnd
(me!utﬁng_ @h&ﬁi&'ﬁéié} : rospansible for managitg Trusl fAnds Greasels,

i, Disvlosurenote re Yrust umds The figures In fe avcounting steisments az}ow
{reliding ehantabte) - exokide any Trust transsolions.

-} cenify that for the year anded 1 March 2025 the Accounting
Slatements i this Anpual Governanca andAdcountability
Return havis been pregered on gither @ reveipts arid payinents
of ncoine and sxpenditure basts following the guidance In.
{overnancs and Actouniabiity for Smaller Authorities —a

“Pragtitioners’ Guide 1o Proper Pragticas and present fairly

-t financial position of this authority.

. Slgned by Responsible Fitmnclat Gifloer psfore being

' presented tc: t%;e authnnty For approval

i

Uate

t confirin that these Amauntm’g Btaternents wers
appmved %;y this authority on thig dater

Faat éi&fﬁélz.e;?.':‘,

as reeorded iy minute mfergn_s&:

- | signed by Ghair of the mesling whers the Aceourting

Statermants ware app% \’(zv\ L
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of

Walton Parish:Gouncil ~ WY0082

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit

is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the

- Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAC website —

practice/gquidance-and-information-for-auditors/

hitps:/Avww.nag, oro.uk/code-audit-

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with

Proper Pracfices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and

» confirms and provides assurance cn those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabilt
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Retumn {(AGAR), in our opinion the information in
ave come to our attention giving cause for concern that

Other matters not affecting our apinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that the Chair has signed Section 2 on behalf of the RFC who was an long term sick at the time of approval. The smaller authority has
conflrmed that the internal auditor was involved in helping to complate Section 2. This would indicate that the internal auditor is not
indepandent of the authority’s financial procedures. If no further internal audit work is carried out before 31 March 2026, the smaller
authority should consider their response to Assertion 6 of the Annual Governance Statement on the 2025/26 AGAR.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

March 2025.

External Auditcr Name

” External Auditor Signature
S

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3
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