Minutes of Walton (Wakefield) Annual Parish Meeting held at 7pm on Tuesday 12th May 2026
In Attendance: 5 residents
1. In the absence of the Chairman of Walton Parish Council, Councillor Tim Saunders was elected to chair the meeting
2. In the absence of minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting, Councillor Saunders updated the meeting on progress on the Neighbourhood Plan and the future of the old Tennis Courts.
3. Discussion re Tennis Courts:
a. Support was expressed for the padel courts in the interests of having more inter-generational facilities.
b. Support was also expressed for other facilities for adult physical activity.
c. If the pond is to support amphibian wildlife, it needs connectivity to other relevant habitats.
d. Community involvement in the garden could include younger people, for instance structured roles that would be positive for CVs and/or contribute to schemes such as Duke of Edinburgh Award.  It was noted that the Community Library has been successful in recruiting new volunteers across the generations.
4. Discussion on parking:
a. Concerns were raised about on street parking when football events were happening. 
b. It was noted that although the school was making it’s pitch available it was not opening its car park, contributing to congestion on Shay Lane.  It was suggested that further representations could be made to the school on this issue, in support of the school playing a bigger role in the local community.  It was suggested that this is an issue that could also be raised with the Ward Councillors.
c. Attendees were encouraged to report issues of unsafe parking with the police via 101.
5. The meeting was informed that the Badger Group are publishing a children’s book, “Badgers of Walton Hall” which should be available shortly through local outlets.  Profits will go to support the Badger Group.
6. Thanks were expressed via the Parish Council to the Police for their assistance in dealing with nuisance on the playing field at Brooklands.  Attendees were reminded that this field is maintained by Wakefield Metropolitan District Council.
7. An update on the provision of hanging baskets was provided, noting that the previous supplier having ceased to offer this service was causing difficulties.  Mixed views were expressed about the value of the lamp post mounted Christmas trees.
8. With no more issues to be raised by those in attendance, the Chair thanked people for their attendance and closed the meeting at 7:55pm.
