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  Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5 December 2017 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chair), K Shaw, P Lee, C Pearson, H Massey, E Prince and J Carlon. 

 

In attendance: Sgt Matthew Jackson, A Manifield (Ward Councillor) and 2 members of the public and the Clerk 

to the Council 

 

The Chair announced that Councillor Karen Rollinson’s mother had passed away recently. All those present stood 

in silence for a few moments as a mark of respect.  

 

113. To receive apologies for absence.  

Apologies were received from Cllrs S Birkby, K Rolinson, C Wagstaff, T Saunders, M Cummings (Ward 

Councillor) and F Heptinstall (Ward Councillor). 

  

114. To receive declarations of interest. 

None.  

 

Cllr P Lee was invited to consider declaring an interest in respect of item 15 on the agenda regarding Walton 

Community Library. Cllr P Lee read out an extract from the Code of Conduct concerning the definition of 

‘personal interest’ and felt this was not applicable to him, therefore declining. 

 

115. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 7 November 2017 or make any amendments. 

Resolved: to approve the minutes without amendment as a correct record. 

  

116. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included elsewhere on the 

agenda. 

The Chair suggested the Parish Council formally write to thank Working for Walton for organising the very 

successful switch-on event. 

Resolved for the Clerk to write to thank Working for Walton. 

 

117. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer questions, 

and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. 

A request was submitted to the Chair for agenda item to be bought forward and dealt with under item 5 by 

the Chair of Walton Community Library (WCL). The Chair asked if other members agreed to which there 

were no objections. The Chair agreed to bring the item forward to be considered as item 8 after reports were 

received on the SAFE scheme and by Ward Councillors. 

 

118. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

Sergeant Jackson confirmed  20.5 hours were worked over the last month by various PCs and PCSOs  

PC’s have patrolled the Balk and surrounding streets at night due to previous reports of thefts from motor 

vehicles. Following a concern expressed by a resident via the Clerk, patrols have also been made around 

the primary school during school drop-offs/pickups. Several motorists were deterred from parking illegally 

and one motorist spoken to regarding failing to stop at the zebra crossing.  A fixed penalty was issued for 

a driver using a mobile phone whilst driving.  Parents commented they were pleased police were patrolling 

the area. 
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There were 2 reports of burglaries and 2 reports of anti-social behaviour.  The burglaries occurred on Cherry 

Tree Drive, where 3 suspects broke in and goods were stolen. The second burglary relates to a detached 

garage on Oakenshaw Lane on 4 December. The owner reported the opened garage the following day with 

no items removed.  

Various PCSO’s also attended the Christmas lights switch-on to ensure public safety.  The Chair requested 

the Parish Council’s thanks to be passed to the PCSO’s who attended and worked hard to safeguard the 

public particularly on School Lane. 

Sgt Jackson also confirmed the abandoned vehicle on Greenside has now disappeared. 

Resolved to note the reports. 

 

119. WMDC Ward Members - To receive a report from the District Councillors. 

Councillor A Manified reported: 

• the overhanging vegetation on Shay Lane appears to have been cutback. Reports that the other 

side towards Crofton needs to be completed.  

• A planning appeal has been submitted for a caravan and stables on Oakenshaw Lane has been 

lodged. WMDC have submitted their objections. 

• No update received from Graham West regarding the road closure leading to Newmillerdam. The 

Clerk confirmed an acknowledgement was issued to the Parish Council but no substantive update 

received; 

• On 12th December, the Cabinet will meet in private to discuss the Brook Farm development, 

probably to discuss finance. Once the meeting is concluded, details will become public. 

Councillor Shaw commented Wakefield District Housing has attended a property at Brooklands who 

have clear tiles, placed the felt onto the roof and left the job partially completed with lots of mess left 

behind. This needs to be cleared before Christmas. Cllr Manified will investigate. 

Resolved to note the reports. 

 

113. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer questions, 

and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. 

The Chair of WCL wished to update the Parish Council (PC) and thanked them once again for their support 

given to date. WCL have considered various venue options and the preferred option would be to build a 

modular building on the Academy School grounds.  It is considered other options are not feasible. A 

possible further site would be on the recreation ground behind the basketball court. There is concern 

regarding timings as ideally, the new building would need to be up and ready for mid-July 2018 requiring 

planning permission to be submitted in December 2017.  The Chair of WCL commented he was in direct 

contact with the CEO of Waterton Academy Trust (WAT) and the School’s estate manager. The focus is 

now to obtain the necessary consents to erect the modular building and proceed with the legalities necessary. 

If these prove to be an obstacle, then there needs to be a back-up plan.  The Chair of WCL commented the 

Methodist Church option was temporary and most likely unfeasible. A Councillor suggested WMDC 

finding land at Brook Farm, which has been explored but dismissed by WMDC as too far away. A further 

suggestion was Bernhard’s of Rugby owned bungalow. 

Cllr J Carlon updated members following a meeting with WCL on 22 November 2017, that it would be 

possible to achieve if a planning application was submitted around late January 2018 for determination by 

April 2018, but the majority of grant funding will only be available if WCL had a legal interest in the 

relevant piece of land housing the building and perhaps only after securing planning permission.  Cllr P 

Lee expressed concern the timescales were optimistic. Discussions ensued regarding transitional 

arrangements such as storage and temporary relocation.  Cllr P Lee asked if members would be happy for 

a basic modular building to be erected given it would be located within the Historic Core. The Chair 

commented the building would not be seen and the Chair to WCL was satisfied the building could be made 

to look attractive.  It was accepted WCL would need to expend approximately £2,000 - £5,000 to explore 

the feasibility of this option.  The Chair confirmed WCL also has the support of the Ward Councillors and 

Jon Trickett to push the project forward. 
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Discussions moved to how the School/MAT wanted to use the space after WCL vacated it.  It was reported 

to the PC by a representatives of the WAT that it would be converted into a music studio with space to let 

out to community groups.  The Chair of WCL asked if the PC had any communication with the MAT. The 

clerk confirmed she was in communication with a member of staff from the school who acted as a direct 

liaison, but no further information has been forthcoming to date. 

 Resolved to note the reports. 

   

114. Finance 

 

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and income received 

November 2017. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling £4,005.66 and income 

received of £2,690.00 for November 2017. 

The account balances at the end of November are: 

Current a/c:  £1,501.94 

Barclays Business Res a/c: £50,688.54 

HSBC deposit a/c:  £15,145.02 

Total   £67,355.50 

Resolved: to approve the financial statements and payments. 

 

2. To receive a budget monitor for the 8-month period April to November 2017. 

The Clerk submitted a budget monitor for the eight months ended 30th November 2017 which shows the 

annual budget, the payments and receipts for the period, the amounts for the corresponding period in the 

previous year, and the difference between the budget and the amounts in the period. From the monitor, the 

Clerk highlighted the Parish Council are on track to accumulate a surplus of £5,000 to help make spending 

decisions in the remainder of the year. 

Cllr H Massey asked if it was possible to install a solar powered Christmas tree outside Cherry Tree Stores 

with the panels supported by the brackets on the lampposts.  The Chair clarified WMDC would not grant a 

licence for anything to be affixed to the lampposts other than floral baskets. 

Resolved to receive the budget monitor. 

 

3. To consider the investment of Council reserves in a high interest deposit account. 

 

The Clerk reported the PC was receiving 0.02% on the £50,688.54 held on reserve at Barclays and 0.04% 

on the £15,145.02 held at HSBC. The recent interest rate rises means the PC could achieve better rates if 

some of the funds were invested in a fixed term deposit account.  It was noted ½ the precept was required 

to be easily accessible in accordance with advice from auditors, which equates to £17,350.  It was agreed 

the full sum in HSBC and half the sum at Barclays would be invested into a fixed term deposit account at 

HSBC securing an interest rate of 0.55%. The Clerk confirmed the PC could access this account within the 

fixed term period but would incur a penalty of £100 which is less than the estimated interest it would 

accumulate. 

Resolved: to invest the sum of £40,145.02 into a fixed term deposit account with HSBC for one year. 

 

115. To consider correspondence received. 

Resolved:  

(i) To pay the sum of £1481.68 plus VAT for the Annual Grounds Maintenance Contract 2017/18;  

(ii) to note all other correspondence. 
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116. Planning Working Party. 

Cllr P Lee updated the Parish Council that he met with the project manager of the Grove development. It is 

intended construction will start on the Balk access road shortly. It is believed all the planning consent and 

conditions have been discharged. Cllr Lee also chased for the Traffic Management report. 

 

1. To consider planning applications validated and decided in November 2017. 

 6 applications have been validated and 4 applications have been decided since last meeting. 

 The Clerk updated members the grant of a premises licence application at Walton Stores, School Lane has 

been scheduled for a licensing committee hearing on 18th December 2017. The applicant has reduced the 

hours requested from 6.30am to 8.00am up to 11pm.  

 Resolved:  

(i) To submit the following comments on application 17/00324/FUL - The Parish Council of Walton 

considered this application and would like to comment the Design and Assessment Statement does 

not properly address Policy 4 of the Walton Neighbourhood Plan in respect of the requirements of 

the Historic Core. The Parish Council strongly feels the materials (timber cladding and zinc 

panelling) are completely inappropriate for new buildings in the Historic Core. Further, a Heritage 

Impact Assessment is required.  

(ii) To submit the following comments on application 17/03070/FUL - The Parish Council of Walton 

considered this application and would like to comment the Design and Assessment Statement 

makes no reference to Policy 4 of the Walton Neighbourhood Plan in respect of the requirements 

of the Historic Core. The appropriate materials and a thorough Heritage Impact Assessment are 

required. 

(iii) To make no other comments on the validated applications and note the decided applications; 

(iv) To request the licensing committee to take the Parish Council’s objection as written 

representations at the scheduled licensing hearing. 

 

2. To consider the draft Lease relating to the Grove allotments and draft tenancy agreement. 

Concerns were raised as to whether the PC wished to be responsible for overseeing the allotments at the 

Grove, with the potential for disputes to arise between tenants, infringement of rules, limited income and 

increased management time.  It was thought WMDC had an allotments team who would be better resourced 

and equipped to oversee the allotments.  It is unclear if there will be demand for the allotments given there 

are plots available at Crofton. Councillors felt the situation can be reviewed in the future when discussions 

can take place with the developer. 

Resolved: to take no further action at this stage and defer consideration of the lease until the development 

is under way. 

 

117. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party - to receive reports. 

 

1. To consider renewal of the gas boiler HomeCare agreement at Coronation Cottage. 

 Resolved: to renew the gas boiler HomeCare agreement for another year for the sum of £217.44. 

 

2. To receive a Risk Assessment report for the internal and external of Coronation Cottage and 

the internal of the Tennis Club. 

Councillor J Carlon attended Coronation Cottage and noted several matters that required attention. These 

included: 

• Flags alongside the back are a significant trip hazard and required re-flagging; 

• Some brickwork needs pointing along the rear elevation; 

• The chimney stacks require some vegetation removing; 
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• Roots from the conifer tree that was recently removed has lifted the surrounding flags which now 

needed reflagging. 

• Review the damp near the bay window in the bedroom next summer but may need to obtain quotes 

next year for new UPVC window; 

• Drains need clearing out by the caretaker; 

• Concrete floor in the kitchen has become worn and needs to be retiled. 

 

Cllr Carlon also attended the Tennis Club and everything seemed in order. Cllr Carlon repaired the fall pipe 

whilst there and noted the drains needed clearing. It is believed the club is still used sporadically over the 

winter months. 

 

Resolved:  

(i) to complete a schedule of works and obtain quotes for the work to be completed at Coronation 

Cottage; 

(ii) to note the reports regarding the Tennis Club. 

 

3. To receive quotes/update on the fire doors, located within the Village Hall.  

The Clerk commented a provider queried whether the replacement door by the entrance hall required a fire 

door which needs to be fire resistant for at least 30 minutes as this was not an internal door and should only 

be a fire escape door. Members queried if the insurance policy required all fire doors to be compliant 

regardless of whether internal doors. The clerk would need to check. 

Resolved: to defer until next month once the insurance policy was checked. 

 

4. To consider a policy for charitable lettings. 

Resolved: to defer this item to next month’s meeting, at the request of Cllr K Rolinson due to her absence 

and a representative from Working for Walton, to consider as part of the financial review. 

 

118. Recreation Field & Playground Working Party - to receive reports. 

None. 

 

119. Environmental Improvements Working Party - to receive reports. 

Councillor Shaw suggested now the elm stump outside the village hall had been removed, whether it would 

be appropriate to install a raised bed full of flowers in its place. 

Resolved: to obtain a quote from First Impressions for a raised bed outside the village hall. 

 

1. To consider a quote for floral displays for 2018. 

Councillors reviewed the price comparisons between the quotes from First Impressions and Plantscape.  

The Clerk noted T&D contractors declined to quote for work due to capacity issues. 

Councillors were happy with the floral displays from summer 2017 and how they matured over the 

summer, with the only criticism being they were hung up later than expected. Councillors were happy for 

the same style and colours to be used for the following years displays. 

Resolved: to engage First Impressions to provide the floral displays for summer 2018 including 3 planters 

for the Parish Council at the price quoted and discount offered for payment by end January 2018. 

 

2. To receive Risk Assessment reports on the Jubilee Field. 
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Resolved: to defer in Cllr Wagstaff’s absence. 

 

120. Tree Working Party - to receive reports. 

Cllr C Pearson commented it would be advisable for the PC to obtain an independent professional opinion 

on the remaining elm tree on the recreation ground. The Clerk will also speak with WMDC regarding the 

replacement of the two elm trees that were removed. 

Resolved  

(i) to obtain quotes for an opinion on the condition of the elm tree located on the recreation ground; 

(ii) to speak with WMDC regarding the replacement of the two elm trees removed. 

 

121. To receive an update on Walton Community Library and the meeting with Jon Trickett. 

Item moved and minute under 113. 

 

122. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

None.  

 

123. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s1(2) – In view of the confidential nature of the 

business concerned, to resolve to exclude the Press and Public to consider employee terms and 

conditions. 

Resolved:  

(i) to exclude Press and Public in view of the confidential nature of the business concerned. 

(ii) to implement changes to employee annual remuneration from 1st April 2018. 

 

Meeting closed at  9.50 pm. 


