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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3 October 2017 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chair), K Shaw, P Lee, E Prince, C Pearson, K Rolinson, H Massey and S Birkby. 

 

In attendance: Sgt Matthew Jackson, A Manifield (Ward Councillor), M Cummings (Ward Councillor), 2 

members of the public and the Clerk to the Council. 

 

77. To receive apologies for absence.  

Apologies were received from C Wagstaff, T Saunders, J Carlon and F Heptinstall (Ward Councillor). 

  

78. To receive declarations of interest. 

Councillor S Birkby declared a personal interest in agenda item 16 as a member of Walton Community 

Library. 

 

79. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5 September 2017 or make any amendments. 

Resolved: to approve the minutes without amendment as a correct record. 

  

80. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included elsewhere on the 

agenda. 

The Clerk confirmed the Parish Council (PC) did not win any match funding in the Kompan Funding 

competition. 

The Clerk also confirmed the PC, did not qualify for the Cambridge Building Society savings account which 

the PC agreed to open at last month’s meeting due to Money Laundering Regulations.  The Chair suggested 

the matter be deferred to next month as it is anticipated the Bank of England’s base rate will increase next 

month. 

Resolved: to defer the investment of Council reserves to next month’s meeting.  

 

81. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer questions, 

and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. 

None. 

 

82. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

Sergeant Jackson confirmed 17.5 hours were worked over the last month by various PCs.  PC Steele has 

patrolled the area on his bike and at the local school, with no illegal parking observed.  There has been 1 

house burglary on School Lane. Occupants appear to have been away. Suspect(s) forced the back door, 

searched the house and took some property including jewellery.  The burglary appears to be a one-off with 

suspect(s) probably aware the occupants were away. Theft logged on Brookland Avenue but this could be 

a mistaken allocation of stock by WMDC.  The public order offence on Cherry Tree Crescent relates to a 

resident being overzealous in speaking with a minor who had potentially dropped litter. Both parties have 

been spoken to.  PC’s are still chasing for removal of fly tipped litter on The Balk and trying to locate a 

vehicle that was seen fly tipping on Common Lane. 

Resolved to note the reports. 

 

83. WMDC Ward Members - To receive a report from the District Councillors. 

Councillor Maureen Cummings reported: 
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• Fly tipping on Chippy Lane has been removed; 

• Overhanging trees covering the 30mile speed sign on Common Lane has not been cut back, which 

will be chased; 

•  Overhanging trees on Cherry Tree looks like it has been cut back; 

• The VMS are still not working. Cllrs intend to chase given the situation has been continuing for 

15 months; 

• Clearance of the footpath at the back of Elmwood has not been completed but this has been 

requested; 

• The Ward Councillor’s congratulations on Working for Walton’s successful scarecrow’s festival. 

The quality and innovative ideas was astounding. 

• Appears there is a positive way forward for Walton Community Library (WCL) and she believes 

a further meeting is planned with Keepmoat and WMDC are looking for capital. 

Councillor Albert Manifield thanked the PC for their patience regarding the completion of certain 

jobs/requests.  Ward Councillors are being asked to submit complaints regarding the length of time it is 

taking to complete tasks.  Cllr Manifield also reiterated the enquiry regarding the safety gate on School 

Lane recreation ground appears to be a matter for the PC given it is owned by the PC but enquiries can be 

made of WMDC. 

The Chair raised the collapsed wall on Common Lane, which has left debris on the footpath which is 

perhaps a trip hazard. 

Councillor Shaw raised the hedges between Brooklands and nine arches. The Clerk confirmed this was 

reported to WMDC and a log number issued. Cllr Cummings requested the log number to chase this up. 

Resolved:  to note the reports. 

 

84. Finance 

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and income received 

September 2017. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling £2,054.50 and income 

received of £18,430.00 for September 2017. 

The account balances at the end of August are: 

Current a/c:  £3,130.30 

Barclays Business Res a/c: £50,688.54 

HSBC deposit a/c:  £15,129.36 

Total   £68,948.20 

Resolved: to approve the financial statements and payments. 

 

85. To consider correspondence received. 

Resolved: for the Clerk to re-issue updated response to Friends of the Earth regarding updated Freedom of 

Information request and to note all other correspondence. 

 

86. Planning Working Party. 

1. To consider planning applications validated and decided in September 2017 

6 applications have been validated and 4 applications have been decided since last meeting. 

Resolved to make no comments on the validated applications and to note the decided applications. 

 

2. To receive an update on the Grove, Brook Farm and School Lane developments. 

None provided. 
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87. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party - to receive reports. 

The Chair noted the wasps nest had been removed by Nigel Wormald free of charge and in his spare time. 

Councillors noted the inside of the windows had little hand prints. 

Resolved  

i. for the Clerk to formally write to Mr Wormald to thank him on behalf of the Parish Council; 

ii. to request the Caretaker, add cleaning inside of windows if required, to his cleaning tasks. 

 

1. To plan Risk Assessments for the internal and external of Coronation Cottage and the internal 

of the Tennis Club. 

Councillors Saunders, Carlon and Wagstaff will undertake the assessments and report back at the next 

Parish Council meeting. 

Resolved to await report at next Parish Council meeting.  

 

2. To consider purchase of a new fire door to the Committee room. 

The Chair reported the front fire door to the Committee Room appears dilapidated. It was agreed the other 

fire door would require replacing soon.  Councillors recalled a fire door had recently been fitted to the back 

of the Hall. 

Resolved: quotes to be obtained by the Clerk for replacement fire doors. 

 

3. To consider installing high plug sockets and purchasing decorative lights from Working for 

Walton for future events. 

The Chair reported the lights took a considerable amount of time to hang but looked wonderful when they 

were switched on for the Scarecrow Festival Pea and Pie supper event. However, concerns were raised that 

wires hanging down from the ceiling were unsafe and therefore more plug sockets would need to be 

installed.  It is believed the sockets along the back wall do not work with the only working sockets being at 

the top of the stage. Councillor Massey commented if sockets were to be installed, they would need to be 

DDA compliant, also with covers on.  The Clerk had obtained a quote of £235 for installation of 4 double 

plug sockets.   

Councillor Rolinson confirmed she had ordered the defibrillators which the Parish Council confirmed they 

would be responsible for installing so the electrical work could be co-ordinated at the same time. Cllr 

Rolinson to enquire with Working for Walton on the cost of the lights and the Clerk to add them to the PAT 

testing list. 

Resolved to install 4 double plug sockets once defibrillator arrived. 

 

88. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party - To receive reports.  

 

1. To consider a resident’s request for a gate at the School Lane entrance of the recreation ground 

due to safety concerns. 

The Clerk reported a safety concern expressed by a hirer that the lack of a gate on the entrance to the 

recreation ground poses a potential road safety issue.  The Chair believed the gap in the railings was to 

allow for prams and wheelchair access. Concerns were raised that if a gate was installed, such as a kissing 

gate, this could be left open and the PC could be held responsible if left open by dog walkers or other users. 

It was acknowledged that children’s play areas do often have gates but these were for enclosed areas. The 

Chair asked for Councillors to look at the area when passing and report back at next months meeting. 

Resolved to defer to next month’s meeting. 
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89. Environmental Improvements Working Party - To receive reports.  

 

2. To plan Risk Assessments for the village seats and signs, bus shelter and war memorial and the 

Jubilee Field. 

Councillors Saunders, Carlon and Wagstaff will undertake the assessments and report back at the next 

Parish Council meeting. 

Resolved to await report at next Parish Council meeting.  

 

90. Tree Working Party - To receive reports.  

None. 

 

91. New website Working Party – to receive reports. 

Cllrs Rolinson and Massey confirmed the working party plan to meet and discuss websites considered and 

the possible consolidation of the PC’s website with the Walton Neighbourhood Plan website. 

The Clerk reported the PC have been offered the opportunity for a free website review by a company 

recommended by Normanton Town Council who have had their website redesigned by the same company.  

Resolved: for the Clerk to request a free website review. 

 

92. To consider latest developments on Walton Community Library and any necessary action to take. 

The Library Manager confirmed representatives from WCL met with Keepmoat and Andrew Woodhead, 

communications co-ordinator regarding the Grove development in relation to potential occupation of the 

Hub on the development site, which is bigger than anticipated covering two storeys.  It is hoped construction 

will be completed by December 2018 with a pharmacy, a dentist, retail space and a coffee shop located 

within the proposed space.  It is believed the location of the Hub has moved from initial plans to the middle 

of the complex which concerns WCL as they fear this will discourage school children from attending and 

believe the location to be remote but nothing has been discounted. Keepmoat have requested assurances 

that WMDC will pay for WCL’s occupation of the space but this currently remains open. 

The Library Manager also confirmed two representatives of WCL are due to meet with Jon Trickett on 6 

October 2017 with one space available for a Parish Councillor and one representative from Working for 

Walton to attend.   

The contents of the Headlease were debated and whether there was an obligation on WDMC to provide a 

community library. Councillor Massey summarised discussions with the School and that it was clear 

communication had broken down between the parties. However, Waterton Academy Trust (WAT) had 

offered to assist with lifting, moving and loading on relocation day and with external storage.  It was also 

possible to consider a modular building on School grounds subject to approval by various individuals 

including School Governors and WMDC.  Councillors noted WAT’s comments they wished to include a 

small space for a children’s library but this would not be open to the community as a library facility. The 

Library Manager likewise noted WCL was not a children’s library but set up for the village. 

The Chair proposed WCL invite a representative from the School/WAT to attend the meeting with Jon 

Trickett instead of the Parish Council to ensure the meeting was balanced otherwise the meeting would not 

be impartial. It was also suggested a representative from WMDC attend. 

Councillors debated the Parish Council’s involvement and the desire not to be a referee between the parties 

but to promote a solution. It was agreed it was within the Parish Council’s remit to promote a community 

library for the benefit of residents, wherever that be located, and to request WMDC have a greater input 

into finding a solution as the principal authority and Landlord. 

Resolved: for the Clerk to write to WMDC as Landlord to resolve the situation as soon as possible. 

 

93. To consider contact details listed on the Members List on the Notice boards and the website. 
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The Chair noted calls were made to her and another Councillor regarding an issue at the Scarecrow festival. 

It was agreed last month to delete personal addresses and Councillors felt this should be extended to 

personal phone numbers for the same reasons. It was agreed the number listed on the website and notice 

boards should be the Parish Council’s number and there was no legal obligation to provide personal 

numbers to the public. 

Resolved to delete personal telephone numbers for Parish Councillors from the website and Notice boards 

and only list the Parish Council number. 

 

94. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

None. 

 

Meeting closed at  8.40pm 


