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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5 September 2017 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chair), K Shaw, P Lee, E Prince, C Wagstaff, C Pearson, K Rolinson, J Carlon, H 

Massey and S Birkby. 

 

In attendance: APS Matthew Jackson, A Manifield (Ward Councillor), M Cummings (Ward Councillor), F 

Heptinstall and the Clerk to the Council. 

 

59. To receive apologies for absence.  

Apologies were received from T Saunders. 

  

60. To receive declarations of interest. 

Councillor K Rolinson declared a personal interest in agenda item 15 as an active member of Working for 

Walton. 

 

61. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2017 or make any amendments. 

Resolved: to approve the minutes without amendment as a correct record. 

  

62. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included elsewhere on the 

agenda. 

The Clerk confirmed she had completed her ILCA course. 

A Councillor enquired about the Library following notification that Walton Academy had served notice to 

evict Walton Community Library on 16 October 2017.  Enquiries were made if the Academy or the 

Governors had responded to the Parish Council’s letter of support that was sent in July 2017. The Clerk 

confirmed no response had been received from the Academy or the Chair of Governors to date.  Councillors 

gave thought as to what further support could be offered and whether the Ward Councillors had any updates.  

Councillor Maureen Cummings confirmed she had not been involved since last meeting but is led to believe 

a meeting is being held on 6 September 2017 between all relevant parties to discuss the lease between the 

Academy and WMDC. A Councillor observed WMDC as landlord, could exercise a great deal of control 

and take appropriate steps. Cllr Cummings believes that will happen.  The Chair proceeded to read out an 

update received from a Library representative for the benefit of the Parish Council. It was suggested 

therefore, if an outcome to the scheduled meeting on 6 September was obtained and if appropriate a further 

letter of support can be sent in advance of the Parish Council’s next scheduled meeting. The Chair 

commented previous letters of support had been ineffectual and concluded once tomorrow’s meeting was 

determined, the Parish Council can consider how best to proceed. 

 

63. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer questions, 

and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda. 

None present. 

 

64. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

APS Jackson confirmed 40 hours were worked over the last two months by various PCs.  APS Jackson 

summarised there was 1 burglary, 1 public order issue, 2 anti-social logs, 1 drug and 1 alcohol-related 

incidents.  

The burglary on Beech Croft appears to be targeted as the offender broke into the house, removed the car 

keys and stole the car parked on the driveway. The public order offence refers to an altercation on Langdale 

Mount following a near-miss car collision. The ASB logs refer to a caravan that was set alight on 

Oakenshaw Lane, reasons unknown but no persons injured. APS Jackson reported that youths were found 
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on Oakenshaw Lane smoking cannabis near the Nature Reserve. The PC’s will keep monitoring. Final 

report of an intoxicated individual on a pedal bike. Detailed description given by caller so Police will keep 

an eye out for him. 

The Clerk conveyed a concern of a resident regarding speeding on Shay Lane. APS Jackson will ask for 

officers to police with a speed gun. The Clerk to forward email to APS Jackson. 

Resolved to note the reports. 

 

65. WMDC Ward Members - To receive a report from the District Councillors. 

Councillor Maureen Cummings reported: 

• the grassing cutting on Ambleside Drive is 11 cuts per season, following a report that grass was 

overgrown at last meeting; 

• enforcement officers attended on the Grove to observe school parking concerns. All vehicles 

complied with parking restrictions. Officers on a rota and will re-visit again.  

• VMS installed but not working. It is anticipated they will be commissioned on 18 September. 

Opinion was expressed they were perhaps in the wrong place; 

• There was an issue with the illegal erection of a fence, police became involved, the fence was 

taken down and has now been re-installed. The matter has been passed to WMDC’s legal 

department. 

The Chair reported overhanging trees on Common Lane obstructing a 30mph speed sign and the Clerk 

raised the fly tipping on Chippy Lane which was referred to WMDC but told this was a Parish Council 

issue. The Clerk also conveyed a concern raised by a resident near Cherry Tree commenting the road 

markings leading up to the roundabout to ‘Slow’ is on the wrong side of the roundabout. A Councillor also 

reported a wall had collapsed on Bull Beck Lane.  

Councillor Carlon enquired about the ownership of a piece of land between the bridge on Oakenshaw Lane 

and the footpath leading to Sandal. A few residents wish to tidy this up and plant seeds but need to identify 

the owner first. Cllr Cummings agreed to enquire if this was WMDC. The overgrown ivy on the bridge 

which is obstructing the height restriction sign, needs to be cut preferably to height level. It is believed this 

is causing a safety issue.  Cllr Cummings commented this is the responsibility of Network Rail and a 

response may not be forthcoming but will enquire. 

Resolved:  to note the reports and for the Clerk to forward emails concerning the fly tipping and the 

resident’s concerns regarding the road markings to Councillor Cummings. 

 

66. Finance 

1. To receive the report of the External Auditor. 

The External Auditor made no comment on the Annual Return and the Notice of Completion of the Audit 

together with the relevant pages of the return are displayed on the Notice Board. 

Resolved to receive the report. 

 

2. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and income received July 

& August 2017. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling £2,371.42 and income 

received of £1,438.25 for July 2017 and accounts paid totalling £2,360.95 and income received of £750.07 

for August 2017. 

The account balances at the end of August are: 

Current a/c:  £4,464.80 

Barclays Business Res a/c: £33,338.54 

HSBC deposit a/c:  £15,129.36 

Total   £52,932.70 
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Resolved: to approve the financial statements and payments. 

 

3. To receive a budget monitor for the 5-month period April to August 2017. 

The Clerk submitted a budget monitor for the five months ended 31st August 2017 which shows the annual 

budget, the payments and receipts for the period, the amounts for the corresponding period in the previous 

year, and the difference between the budget and the amounts in the period. From the monitor, the Clerk 

highlighted the Parish Council are on track to accumulate a surplus of £3,000 to help make spending 

decisions in the remainder of the year. 

Resolved to receive the budget monitor. 

 

4. To consider re-investment options of Council reserves. 

The Clerk presented several options regarding the available deposit accounts and investment options. A 

Councillor noted that while the CCLA Local Authorities Property Fund looks attractive with a 4.5% 

variable rate, this would be no different to investing in stocks and shares as house prices fluctuate.  It was 

also deemed unsuitable given the minimum investment requirement is £25,000.  Discussion was then had 

as to whether the money should be tied up for another year or left in an instant access account attracting 

0.01% variable interest in event the Parish Council need to access it for an emergency.    It was agreed the 

Parish Council is duty bound to obtain the best return, however concerns were raised as to the legitimacy 

of Shawbrook Bank which attracts the highest rate of return. The next best option was Cambridge Building 

Society attracting 1% variable interest with access to funds possible on giving 100 days’ notice. 

Resolved: to invest the sum of £15,129.36 plus accumulated interest in a Cambridge Building Society 

deposit account. 

 

5. To consider renewal of the fee for hosting and support for the website: £110.00 (last year: 

£110.00). 

Resolved to renew the hosting. 

 

67. To consider correspondence received. 

Resolved: 

i) to hang up the basketball hoop that was donated anonymously; 

ii) to write to a concerned resident to confirm our support to the Library; 

iii) To note all other correspondence. 

 

68. Planning Working Party. 

1. To consider planning applications validated and decided July and August 2017. 

10 applications have been validated and 6 applications have been decided since last meeting. 

Resolved  

i) To make the following comment on application 17/01745/ADV – The Parish Council has considered 

this application and has concerns as to the proposed location of the V-sign on Shay Lane as it might 

distract drivers and road users given its proximity to the zebra crossing.  The Parish Council believes 

this causes a genuine safety concern to pedestrians generally as well as children due to the adjacent 

school.  

ii) To make the following comment on application 17/00137/SUB01 – The Parish Council would like to 

thank the Conservation Officer for requesting more information on the retention of the stone walls 

and metal railings which was a concern of the Parish Council detailed in the original planning 

application.  

iii) To make the following comment on application 17/02053/FUL – the Parish Council has considered 

the plans submitted and is concerned the application is an over development of the site. 

iv) To make no comment on the remainder validated applications and note the decided applications. 
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2. To receive an update on the Grove, Brook Farm and School Lane developments. 

The Grove -  Councillor Lee commented the developers had submitted an altered plan to access the 

construction site off The Balk. Highways were concerned there was not enough separation of traffic from 

Waterton Park Hotel and the construction site.  The separation is for safety reasons.  Councillor Lee reported 

he was still awaiting the Traffic Management Plan and Project Programme. 

School Lane - Councillor Massey reported five of the eight housing plots on School Lane had been reserved. 

Brook Farm - Councillor Lee reported following his meeting with Kevin Fisher and Councillor Cummings 

on 10 July 2017 it is expected a Cabinet Paper will be prepared stipulating approximately £150,000 would 

be made available for local clubs. An impact study will be carried out and it is expected this will be weighted 

towards local social clubs.  Councillor Lee also mentioned at the meeting Walton’s Neighbourhood Plan 

and the desire to make provision for a more direct footpath to link Walton Colliery Nature Park with Walton 

Historic Park.  Finally, WDMC has expressed if the Parish Council does not wish to include allotments at 

Brook Farm and would rather receive a commuted sum for Community Benefit, then the Parish will need 

to confirm this in writing. Councillors considered the demand for allotments maybe satisfied by the 

development at the Grove and given the area allocated for allotments at Brook Farm is subject to flooding, 

it was agreed a cash input for projects listed in the Neighbourhood Plan would better benefit the village. 

Resolved for the Clerk and Councillor Lee to send a formal letter to WMDC confirming the Parish Council 

is willing to relinquish its interest in the allotments providing that the commuted sum of £60,000 is made 

available in exchange. 

 

69. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party - to receive reports. 

The Clerk reported a wasp’s nest had been found above the fire escape door annexed to the committee 

room. 

Resolved to purchase a spray to treat the infected area. 

 

1. To consider quotes/contract for the provision of electricity to the Village Hall. 

Councillors agreed given electricity prices were due to rise in the coming months and year, the cost to fixed 

for a longer term was negligible.   

Resolved for the Clerk to enter into a three-year fixed contract with EDF Energy at the rates quoted.  

 

2. To consider a quote for line marking equipment for the Village Hall car park. 

Quotes of £145 and £125 had been obtained for a line marking machine to re-mark the lines in the car park 

which have already faded having only been marked last year. It is believed the paint used is not the correct 

type causing the paint to wear away quickly. A machine would be more cost-effective than painting by 

hand. 

Resolved to purchase a line marking machine in consultation with Councillor Shaw. 

 

3. To receive a report from Working for Walton on the Scarecrow Festival, Christmas plans and 

to consider a request for use of the Recreation ground on 3rd December 2017. 

Councillor Rolinson reported the Scarecrow Festival looks set to be a success again this year with 80 entries 

submitted with at least one entry from every estate / main road in the village.   Maps will be available to 

purchase from the Village Hall and sales for the Pea and Pie supper are going well. Working for Walton 

(W4W) would like to thank the Parish Council for allowing the Village Hall to be used as the Scarecrow 

headquarters. A TENS licence like last year will be submitted so the alcohol sale will be covered under 

licence arrangements.  
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Regarding Christmas, the lights switch on will take place outside the Village Hall around 6.30pm on Sunday 

3rd December. It is likely that the tree will be placed in situ outside the Village Hall & dressed by W4W 

on Saturday 2nd December. The lights at the top of the village hall will also be put up by W4W.  

W4W intends to ask the students of 'Backstage Academy' to set up staging, lighting and sound equipment 

on the basketball court as well as lighting and sound equipment outside the Village Hall. W4W would also 

like to set up a bar area in a marquee on the recreation ground from approximately 4.00pm to 7.30pm. W4W 

are applying to WMDC for part of School Lane to be closed for the event.  W4W are also applying for a 

licence to erect, dress & light (by solar lights) a tree on WMDC land outside Cherry Tree stores.  

A Councillor commented if possible for the marquee to be erected in a place that would be mindful of the 

grass not being damaged from high footfall, as did happen last year, perhaps as near to the basketball pitch 

as possible. 

Resolved to allow W4W to erect staging on the basketball court and a marquee for the event. 

 

70. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party - to receive reports.  

1. To receive two quotes for replacement of playground equipment, consider reserves for the 

renewal of equipment and approve wording for Kompan competition application. 

Councillor Shaw reported the working party had met with two providers over the summer, both giving 

positive vibes and one provider confirmed they had bid-writers employed to assist with funding 

applications.  Councillor Birkby reported there were a variety of different surface options and the working 

party had requested quotes for an under 3-area as this seemed absent from the current play equipment.  

Councillors identified a balance needs to be found as to how much reserves are invested into new play 

equipment as not everyone uses the playground; however it was identified that improvements to the School 

Lane Recreation ground was on the Walton Neighbourhood Plan Wishlist. Councillors agreed the next step 

would be to undertake a best value assessment of the quotes received and consider funding options.  

The Clerk reported an opportunity to receive match funding as a prize to a competition led by a play 

equipment provider. Applicants are required to submit 200 words on their dream playground for an 

opportunity to win 50%, 35% and 25% match funding for 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes respectively.  The Clerk 

presented two versions of suggested wording for consideration.  Councillors expressed a preference to 

version two with a slight amendment. A site visit has been provisionally arranged as part of the entry 

process. 

Resolved: 

i) for working party to meet and undertake a best value assessment of the quotes received; 

ii) for the Clerk to submit version 2 as a competition entry to Kompan and for the working party to meet 

for the site visit. 

 

71. Environmental Improvements Working Party.  

2. To consider a draft policy on Bench Sponsorship. 

Councillors agreed once the new style bench was in situ, it will be offered out for sponsorship on the Parish 

Council website. 

Resolved to adopt the policy with an amendment. 

 

3. To consider providing floral displays for Summer 2018 and if so, to consider the potential 

supplier. 

Councillors were pleased with how the baskets had flourished over the last few weeks and so the only 

criticism was that they were hung up late. The Clerk presented a price comparison with another provider 

and invited a third provider to quote but they declined due to capacity issues.  Discussion ensued as to 

whether to increase the contribution requested for sponsorship. 

Resolved to defer consideration on the contribution requested by each sponsor until full quote received and 

costings prepared in November/December 2017. 
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72. Tree Working Party - to receive reports. 

Councillor Pearson reported that it is necessary to monitor the only Elm tree remaining in the recreation 

ground (tree 13) and that it may be necessary to obtain a professional opinion as to its condition at some 

point soon. 

Resolved to note the report. 

 

73. To consider applications received for grants. 

Councillors noted no financial information was submitted by Walton Community Club as part of their 

application. Once this is made available, the Parish Council can consider the application fully. 

Resolved to grant the sum of £250 to Working for Walton towards a defibrillator. 

 

74. To consider amending Councillor addresses as listed on the Notice Board and/or website to the 

Village Hall address. 

Resolved to amend members home addresses to the Village Hall address in line with arrangements adopted 

by ward councillors. 

 

Councillor John Carlon leaves the meeting at this point. 

75. To receive updates on the Neighbourhood Plan projects. 

Councillor Rolinson reported she met with a resident who was keen to explore a Heritage Trail and who is 

writing to WMDC to obtain historic photos of Walton.  Councillors agreed to keep in contact with the 

resident to obtain regular updates. 

Resolved to note the report. 

 

76. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

None. 

 

Meeting closed at  9.40 pm. 

 


