WALTON PARISH COUNCIL minutes

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 July 2017

Present: Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chair), K Shaw, P Lee, E Prince, C Wagstaff, C Pearson, K Rolinson, J Carlon, S

Birkby and T Saunders.

In attendance: APS Matthew Jackson, A Manifield (Ward Councillor), M Cummings (Ward Councillor), F

Heptinstall, 7 members of the public & the Clerk to the Council.

The Chair announced a good friend and former Parish Councillor David Pickover sadly passed away in June
2017 and his funeral was held this morning. The Chair attended on behalf of the Parish Council. All those
present stood in silence as a mark of respect.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

To receive apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from H Massey

To receive declarations of interest.

Councillor S Birkby declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 as a member of the Library.

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2017 or make any amendments.
Resolved: to approve the minutes with the highlighted word included as an amendment:
Minute 28 to read:

Councillor Manifield reported following the Street Surgery, he became aware of flooding on the
Elmwood Estate, which also occurred in 2007.

Minute 38 to read:

Councillors reported that in previous years, ‘some’ applications had been of poor quality but it was noted
this application was well presented and the applicant was applauded for their efforts.

To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included elsewhere on
the agenda.

The Clerk confirmed the Land Registry deeds had been updated with the Parish Council’s Village Hall
address replacing the former Clerk’s home address.

Public forum session — To permit members of the public to make representations, answer questions,
and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.

The Library Manager from Walton Community Library updated the Parish Council explaining the
Trustees to the Library were in the process of exploring alternative sites for relocation, including the
Village Hall which was suggested by the Academy. The Library is in the process of obtaining a copy of
the lease from WMDC as Landlord of the relevant premises, who are in contact with the Academy and
whose consent is required to make ang changes to the use of the building. The Library has decided not to
apply for a grant at this stage but may do so in the future. In trying to secure the future of the library, the
Manager requested 1) a letter of support from the Parish Council be sent to the CEO of the Academy and
the Chair of Governors and 2) the Parish Council considering allowing the Ukulele group to use the
Village Hall for free or at a reduced rate in the event they are required to relocate.
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46.

47.

48.

To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters.

APS Jackson confirmed 13.5 hours were worked over the last month by PC Tinker, PC Kurtovic, PC
Moran, PC Loxton, PC Simpson and PC Steele. No issues to report except for an illegal off-road bike
made off into Walton when spotted.

There was one crime of criminal damage whereby an unknown suspect jumped over gates to a property,
damaging a sensor, looked at parked vehicles and left the same way they entered. The second crime
relates to theft from a motor vehicle between 19™ and 23" June 2017 from a property on The Balk.

Councillor K Rolinson reported she had been contacted regarding parking issues on The Grove and
informed of damage caused to a resident’s vehicle. It appears residents have been arguing with parents
and there is a fear the situation will escalate. APS Jackson agreed to send patrols during school drop
off/pick up times to act as a deterrent and urged any residents to report any damage, however minor, so
the situation can be monitored and the correct resources deployed. Suggestions were made if ‘time-
restricted parking’ could be put in place. This would need input from the police and WMDC and would
require consultation as well as regular policing. It is anticipated matters may worsen when The Grove
development gets underway with increased traffic levels however it is noted the developer is required to
make improvements to The Grove to allow for this. Ward Councillors agreed to investigate if a traffic
enforcement officer can also be deployed but reminded Councillors the Walking Bus was implemented to
alleviate these issues. APS Jackson also suggested a possible option would be to take photos of illegally
parked vehicles and warn tickets will be issued as a deterrent.

Resolved
i to note the reports;

ii. to write to the Academy to remind parents of the Walking Bus Scheme again, which APS
Jackson will also follow up with a letter.

WMDC Ward Members - To receive a report from the District Councillors.
Councillor Cummings reported:
e  Meeting on Brook Farm on 10 July 2017 arranged and a Parish Councillor will be in attendance;

e The ward councillors have been working closely with Walton Library to support them as best
they can;

e Delivery of the VMS signs is being chased;
e Overflow of the bins at Walton Anglers carpark has been emptied;

e Regarding the street names on The Grove development, she expressed WMDC will not listen to
Ward Councillors but they will support the Parish Council as much as they can;

e The ward councillors will convey the parking issues at The Grove.
Councillor Manifield reported:
e Allotment issue previously raised (ref min 28) was now resolved;

e Flooding at ElImwood — Yorkshire Water has been investigating and found a blocked gully
which they are in the process of rectifying.

Councillor Heptinstall reported:

e  WMDOC are keeping an eye on the development at the edge of Haw Park Wood despite this being
on private land.

A councillor enquired about grassing cutting as an area at the bottom of Ambleside Drive appeared to
have been left uncut for some time. Cllr Cummings advised grass cutting has been reduced from 12 to 10
times a year.

Resolved: to note the reports.

Finance
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49.

50.

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and income received
since June 2017.

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling £1,443.53 and
income received of £3,467.53 in June. The account balances at the end of June are:

Current a/c: £9,648.85

Barclays Reserve: £30,338.54
HSBC deposit a/c: £15.129.36
Total: £55,116.75

Resolved to approve the final statements and payments.

2.To consider re-investing current funds on deposit when the term expires.

A councillor enquired about other institutions for investment given the low interest rates provided by
Barclays. The Chair confirmed in previous years the former Clerk had difficulty in finding an institution
that would hold the Parish Council’s money and that it was complicated to switch funds.

Resolved to defer re-investment to next meeting to allow the Clerk to explore alternatives accounts.

3. To consider the additional premium to include the bus shelter within the Parish Council’s
insurance provision.

It was identified the primary risk was vandalism as damage from an impact by a car would be claimed on
the driver’s own insurance assuming valid insurance was in place. Councillors debated the cost versus
risk and discussion focused on the Parish Council’s ability to cover the cost of rebuilding the shelter from
the reserve account. A vote took place with five in favour of insuring the shelter and five against.

Resolved: to defer the decision to insure the shelter until renewal of the insurance policy.

To consider correspondence received.
Resolved:

i. To continue with the Parish Council’s existing edition of the Local Council Administration
Publication;

ii.  Not to make any comment on the Wakefield Statement of Community Involvement.

iii.  To note all other correspondence.

Planning Working Party.
1.To consider planning applications validated and decided June 2017.
6 applications have been validated and 8 have been decided since last meeting.

A councillor raised the premises licence submitted by Walton Stores for the sale of alcohol from Monday
to Sunday, 8am to 8pm and whether it was desirable for an objection letter to be submitted given the
historic problem of youths purchasing alcohol and congregating on School Lane and the Recreation
ground. Discussion took place on what the current arrangements were at CTS and whether a refusal by
WMDC to grant the licence would adversely impact the viability of Walton Stores. A vote took place
with 5 councillors voting in favour of objecting to the premises licence (setting out historic problems) and
5 councillors voting in favour of ‘not commenting’. The Chair exercised a casting vote in favour of
submitting an objection letter.

Resolved

i.  to make no comment on the validated applications and note the decided applications;
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51.

ii.  to submit an objection letter to WMDC regarding the premises licence for the sale of alcohol based
on historic problems with gangs of youths purchasing alcohol and congregating on the Recreation
ground/School Lane. A letter to be drafted by the Clerk and the Chair.

2.To consider objections raised to planning application 17/01375/FUL

A resident reported 10 objectors have already come forward with an expectation that a further 6 will be
lodged in due course. The applicant wishes to connect surface water from this site to the combined sewer
which is already running overcapacity. After the recent downpour on 27 May 2017, a couple of residents
experienced ‘neat product’ (raw sewage) coming out of man holes onto the road, carriageway and on
resident’s gardens. The resident also reported the proposed plans do not conform to the current version of
WMDC’s Residential Design Guide. In the past when residents commented negatively to a similar
application, their comments were registered as neutral by WMDC. The resident requested the Parish
Council formerly object to the application on these grounds.

Resolved: to formerly object to the application 17/01375/FUL on the following grounds;

i.  The area is known to suffer from drainage problems in the combined sewerage system particularly
in times of heavy rainfall. The application would appear to contravene Policy 13 of the Walton
Neighbourhood Plan as it would lead to an increase in flood risk and drainage problems and does
not seem to provide a sustainable solution.

ii. To further comment the Parish Council expects the applicant adheres to the Council’s Residential
Design Guide.

3.To receive an update on the developments at The Grove and Brook Farm.

Councillors noted the street names proposed for The Grove development have no recognisable theme and
some already needed to be changed due to political, personal or sporting references. It is anticipated
WMDC intended on deciding on or around 18/19"™ July and concerns were raised the Parish Council
appear to have been excluded from any input and the decision-making process.

Councillor Lee reported he was still awaiting the Traffic Management Plan and Project Programme.
Following May’s meeting, the Parish Council requested the planners make Waterton Golf Club and
Waterton Park Hotel aware of the proposals regarding the temporary access road but they had refused to.

Resolved:

i. to write a letter to Keepmoat and the district councillors indicating the Parish Council’s extreme
disappointment that we had not been consulted and there was a suite of names that were available
with historical connotations that were more suitable.

ii. Councillor Lee to contact Waterton Golf Club and Waterton Park Hotel to inform them of the
applicant’s intentions.

Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party - to receive reports.
1.To consider quotes for grinding down the diseased elm tree stump outside the Village Hall.

A councillor raised the working agreement in place with Altofts Tree Services for removal of trees but
unsure if this includes stump grinding.

Resolved: to revert to Altofts to enquire about the grinding down of the stump and to engage the services
of the cheapest provider.

2.To consider a request by the Community Library for available space in the Village Hall to which
the Library could relocate on an interim basis.

The Library Manager commented that she was aware there was limited space within the Village Hall,
however the request was made as result of the Academy’s suggestion. The Library Manager confirmed
they had approximately 8,000 books and several computers that would need to be connected and
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52.

53.

54.

5S.

displayed for use. At this stage, the Library requests the Parish Council submit a letter of support as
indicated at minute 45 as part of their current discussions.

Resolved:
i.  To defer the request for space;

ii.  to write to the CEO of the Academy and the Chair of Governors in support of the Library and its
achievements.

3.To review the hiring conditions for the Village Hall and Committee Room.

Resolved: to apply a £50 non-refundable deposit to all new one-off bookings and a requirement of a
minimum of one week’s notice to recover the booking fee paid if a booking should be cancelled.

Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party - to receive reports.
1.To consider quote and funding options for new play equipment for recreation ground.

The Parish Council has already set aside £10,000 in reserves for new playground equipment, however this
does not meet the full cost of the quote. Councillors discussed exploring funding options to raise the
remainder funds required and whether the Parish Council would be eligible for grants, as opposed to
community groups, given the Recreation ground is privately owned by the Parish Council. A Councillor
suggested a targeted approach to funding applications was preferable to capitalise on the best funding
opportunities.

Resolved: to refer to YLCA and/or NALC on the best approach to exploring and securing funding for
playground equipment.

Environmental Improvements Working Party - to receive reports.
1.To receive an update on floral displays.

All baskets were hung by 23 June 2017 with plaques, however during the first inspections one basket for
a new sponsor was not hung at all and one complaint received regarding the overall look of their basket.
The watering of some baskets has also not been completed. The Chair reported the Parish Council
subsidises each basket and feels we have not received a good service this year. However, we do have 40
baskets sponsored this year.

Resolved to note the reports.

2.To consider quote for galvanised bench and a similar timber replacement bench.

Resolved to replace the broken bench with a green galvanised bench at a cost of £600.

3. To consider a uniform style bench for offering memorial purposes.

Resolved to adopt a uniform style bench in the form obtained above at minute 53 (2) for the purposes of
offering sponsorship.

Tree Working Party - to receive reports.

Councillor C Pearson confirmed the grass has died that was previously growing and choking some of the
trees surrounding the Recreation ground.

Resolved to note the report.

New Website Working Party — to receive reports.
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Councillor K Rolinson reported the sub-committee had started to review the Parish Council’s website and
other websites with ideas in their infancy. More process and detail will follow in September 2017.

Resolved to note the report.

56. To consider a grant for the Community Library to assist financing relocation and closure/storage
costs.

Item withdrawn from the agenda.

57. To consider response to a new Freedom of Information request.

Resolved: to issue a response confirming no relevant information held based on a template provided by
YLCA.

58.  To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk.

None.

Meeting closed at 9.45pm.
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