
WALTON PARISH COUNCIL minutes 

 
 

 42 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th March 2017 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chair), S Birkby, J Carlon, P Lee, C Pearson, E Prince, K Rolinson,  

 T Saunders and K Shaw. 

 

In attendance: Cllr. M Cummings (WMDC), 3  members of the public & the Clerk to the 

Council. 

 

 The Chair announced that there have been three deaths related to the Council 

recently: the father-in-law of Councillor Helen Massey; the father of Councillor Chris 

Wagstaff; and Walter Fairbanks, a former Chair of the Council. All those present stood in 

silence for a few moments as a mark of respect. 

  

172. To receive apologies for absence. 

 Apologies were received from Cllrs: H Massey and C Wagstaff &  F Heptinstall and A 

Manifield (WMDC) & APS Matt Jackson. 

  

173. To receive declarations of interest. 

 There were none. 

 

174. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 7th February 2017. 

 Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on  7th February 2017 without 

amendment as a correct record. 

 

175. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included 

elsewhere on the agenda.  

 (Ref Min 171 v ) A post box has been installed on the side wall of the Village Hall. 

 

176. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer 

questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the 

agenda. 

 There were none. 

 

 

177. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

A report from APS Matthew Jackson was circulated showing that there was 1 crime in 

February involving damage to dog signs.  There were 7 calls for anti-social behaviour 

involving suspicious  behaviour, suspicious vehicles and nuisance. 

 16 hours were worked in February under the SAFE scheme, all by Police Officers. 

 Patrols worked on the SAFE scheme throughout the village and, in particular, checking 

that doors of parked cars were locked. 

 Councillors requested that warnings about recent suspicious behaviour be posted on 

the website. 

 Resolved to note the reports. 

 

178. To receive reports from WMDC Ward 5 Councillors. 

 Councillor Cummings reported that the siting of the 2 VMS signs has been agreed. One 

will be at the Nine Arches entry to the village on Shay Lane and the other on 

Oakenshaw Lane near the bridge when entering Walton from Crofton. Installation is 

imminent. 
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 Having seen the comments made by the Parish Council, the Ward Councillors did not 

make any comment on the application at the former Junior School site. 

 At a recent Ward Councillor surgery, concern was expressed about the pot holes on 

Shay Lane, at the Common Lane end, and Ward Councillors are following this up with 

WMDC. 

 Councillor Cummings noted that a meeting would be held in the near future with 

officers from WMDC and Parish Councillors about Brook Farm. 

 She has received a copy of a complaint about the digging operation at the 

development at The Grove and awaited news from the Parish Council how they wished 

to deal with it. 

 Councillors again reported the flooding of water off the land on Shay Lane near the 

Nine Arches Bridge which is a hazard, particularly if the water freezes. Councillor 

Cummings agreed to follow this up further with WMDC. 

 Resolved  to note the reports. 

 

179. Finance & Governance  

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and 

income received February 2017. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling 

£3,413.88 and income received of £1,435.75 in February. 

The account balances at the end of February are: 

Current a/c: £1,868.95 

Barclays Business Res a/c: £23,338.54 

HSBC deposit a/c: £15,129.36 

Total £40,336.85 

Resolved: to approve the financial statements and payments. 

 

2. To consider the contribution to the SAFE scheme for 2017/18. 

Resolved to pledge £4,000 for the scheme in 2017/18 and to decide at the next 

meeting on the amount to carry over from the current year once the amount of carry-

over is known. 

 

3. To consider the Risk Management Review Plan. 

Resolved that the relevant Councillors will produce reports of the areas outstanding. 

  

180. To consider correspondence received.  

 Resolved:    

i that Councillor Lee will be the Parish Council's representative on the Local Area 

Group's discussions about CIL. 

ii to note the report of dangerous bikes being ridden in Walton Colliery Nature Park 

and to pass this to SAFE scheme officers to deal with. 

iii to note the thanks from a resident that the white lines on Shay Lane at the exit from 

Elmwood have been repositioned. 

iv to regretfully decline the offer of a 10ft Christmas tree from a resident.  

v that the Clerk will attend a briefing meeting about recharges of the cost of 

elections held in 2015. 

vi to note other correspondence. 

 

181. Planning Working Party. 

1. To consider planning applications validated and decided  February 2017. 
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There have been 4 applications validated and 3 applications decided since the last 

meeting. 

Resolved: 

i to comment on application 17/00324/FUL at 154 Shay Lane as follows:  

a to  note that the original Design and Access Statement makes no reference to 

the Neighbourhood Plan and that a revised version, which does make 

reference to the Neighbourhood Plan, was not available at the time of the 

meeting. 

b to comment that the design of the houses is 'contemporary/modern' which is 

not in accordance with the historic core nor the houses within the curtilage  

of 154 and 152 Shay Lane which are built in stone.  

ii To comment on application 17/00360/FUL at 76 Oakenshaw Lane as follows: 

a to  note that the patio area is encroaching into the garden which was 

previously considered part of the Green Belt. 

b to point out that applications along Oakenshaw Lane were previously 

restricted on their building line, but permission was given to reposition the line 

for the existing kitchen extension. Since the kitchen is to be extended along 

the full length of the rear elevation, the proposed entertainment area  

patio will extend beyond the existing kitchen extension encroaching into 

Green Belt  even beyond this repositioned line. 

c the application will affect the openness of the area  when viewed from Walton 

Lane on entering Walton, creating an undesirable precedent. 

d there are amenity issues for the neighbours because the entertainment area is 

at the same level as the ground floor which is above the garden level of the 

house and neighbouring properties.  

iii to make no comments on the other validated applications. 

 

2. To receive updates on the planning applications at The Grove and at Brook Farm. 

 

The Grove 

Councillor Lee reported liaising with David Rock and on his agreement to be involved 

with the school in the naming of streets in the development. 

A complaint was received about the noise being made close to some of the properties 

on The Grove during excavation works.  

Resolved: 

i The Chair will contact the School about street naming. 

ii Councillor Lee will follow up the complaint of noisy working. 

 

Brook Farm 

A further meeting is being arranged with WMDC for an update on the situation.  

Resolved: 

i to make clear to WMDC that any money earmarked for local sports clubs is 

apportioned appropriately to Walton taking into account the full impact of  

WYS&SC's move to the Brook Farm site. 

ii that Councillor Carlon will  liaise with the Community Centre to make them aware 

of the need for an impact assessment and statement. 

  

 

3. To consider a request for support of the principle of a pharmacy in Walton. 

 Councillor Lee reported that he and Councillor Massey met with Mr Holdsworth who is 

seeking the support of the Parish Council in his application for a pharmacy in the Hub 

on The Grove development. The Clerk could find no trace of having been consulted for 
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the Pharmacy Needs Assessment of 2011, which would have provided evidence for 

previous support. 

 

Resolved:  

i to note that In response to questionnaires for Walton's Neighbourhood Plan, several 

respondents made specific mention of wanting medical/pharmaceutical services 

in the village. 

ii to support the principle of a pharmacy being opened and to write to Mr 

Holdsworth accordingly. 

 

4. To consider projects listed in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Councillor Rolinson circulated the list of projects in the Neighbourhood Plan with 

updated status of their progress, including those projects already achieved. 

Items where some progress has been made to date were reviewed.  

Resolved:  

i to accept Dave Rolinson's offer of making further progress for an application to 

English Heritage to designate Waterton Park a historic park and for liaising with 

WMDC to designate the Historic Core as a Conservation Area. 

ii to write to Walton Primary Academy asking them to remind parents of the 

availability of the car park in the Community Centre for dropping off pupils as this 

facility may not be widely known. 

iii to make Metro aware that there is a Section 106 agreement with WMDC which 

should provide funding for bus shelter improvements and real time information. 

iv for Councillor Birkby to find out whether a list exists of local businesses which could 

be promoted to village residents. 

v at the forthcoming meeting with WMDC about the Brook Farm development, to 

press for the funding for local sports clubs to include the Brooklands play area. 

vi to investigate promoting the village with either fold away maps or a large scale 

map mounted on a display board. 

vii to review items where no progress has been made to date at the next meeting. 

 

182. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party. 

1. To receive reports on the heating system for the Village Hall. 

The gas heaters in the Hall were recently serviced and two of them failed inspection 

and were isolated. Quotes were obtained from four sources and an order has been 

placed with SDW Heating to install new heaters at the end of the following week. 

Meanwhile heating in the Hall has been maintained by having the remaining heater 

working for a large part of each day. 

Resolved to approve the order and to ask SDW Heating to carry out gas servicing in the 

future. 

 

2. To receive reports on risk assessments of the Village Hall and car park. 

The Working Party has carried out a risk assessment of the Village Hall and car park. 

Resolved to note the report. 

 

3. To consider key holders when a front new door is fitted to the Village Hall. 

 Resolved to ask regular hirers who currently hold a key to pay a deposit of £10.00 if they 

wish to continue to be key holders. 

 

183. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party - to receive reports.  
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Hexa Sports have verbally agreed to reimburse the cost of repair of the basketball post 

backboard provided they are not held responsible for any further damage. 

 Resolved  to place an order with Fab Weld to repair the backboard on the basis that 

the original supplier, Hexa Sports Ltd, will reimburse the costs up to £200.  

 

184. Environmental Improvements Working Party - to receive reports. 

The Clerk wrote to the farmer whose workforce is suspected of knocking over the sign 

but no response has been received. The Chair will verify who is the correct person to 

write to. 

1. To receive an update on floral display sponsorship. 

The 40 baskets which have been ordered are all potentially sponsored. 

Resolved that the Chair will write accompanying letters to go out with the invoices 

asking sponsors to confirm they wish to continue. 

 

2. To consider a quote for the refurbishment of all the village seats. 

Resolved:  

i to accept the quote for £1440.00 for refurbishment of all the Village Seats. 

ii to propose to any interested residents that they can contribute to the cost of 

refurbishment in memory of loved ones. 

 

185. Tree Working Party - to receive reports. 

 The report of the tree survey carried out in November has been received. 

 Resolved that the Working Party meet to review the report and suggestions for new 

planting to replace the felled elm trees. 

  

186. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

 Nothing to report.  

 

187. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  s 1(2). 

In view of the confidential nature of the business concerned, to resolve to exclude Press 

and Public to consider staffing matters.  

 Resolved: 

i to circulate an up to date list of contact details of members of Council amongst 

Councillors. 

ii to proceed with the recruitment process. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 


