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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th February 2017 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chair), S Birkby, P Lee, H Massey, C Pearson, E Prince, K Rolinson,  

K Shaw and C Wagstaff. 

 

In attendance: Cllr. A Manifield (WMDC), 1 member of the public, APS Matt Jackson & the 

Clerk to the Council. 

  

154.  To receive apologies for absence. 

 Apologies were received from Cllrs: J Carlon and T Saunders &  M Cummings and F 

Heptinstall (WMDC). 

  

155. To receive declarations of interest. 

 There were none. 

 

156. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 3rd January 2017. 

 Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on  3rd January 2017 without 

amendment as a correct record. 

 

157. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included 

elsewhere on the agenda.  

 There were none. 

 

158. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer 

questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the 

agenda. 

A resident brought to the attention of the Parish Council that cars are being parked on 

the zigzag lines on either side of the zebra crossing outside Walton Primary Academy. 

The matter was passed to APS Jackson. 

 

159. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

APS Matthew Jackson reported that there were 6 crimes in January, 3 involving theft 

from vehicles and 3 involving burglary.  There were 4 calls for anti-social behaviour. 

 APS Jackson pointed out that, of the six crimes, four were committed at Waterton Park 

Golf Club. He believes Golf Clubs in the region are being targeted. Waterton Golf Club 

is installing preventative measures. 

 15 hours were worked in January under the SAFE scheme, 14 by Police Officers and 1 by 

PCSOs. 

 Officers concentrated on monitoring insecurely locked cars throughout the village. 

 Councillors reported cars parking on the pavement along Shay Lane near the junction 

with The Balk and School Lane and the old police houses. The cars were blocking the 

footpath and causing parents with pushchairs to have to walk in the road. 

 Resolved to note the reports. 

 

160. To receive reports from WMDC Ward 5 Councillors. 

 Councillor Manifield reported that Shay Lane has been  resurfaced, although white 

lining is still required, and that the planning application of a caravan site on Oakenshaw 

Lane has been refused. 

 He also reported that, shortly after the report at last month's meeting of gullies requiring 

clearing along Shay Lane, the work was carried out. 
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 There is ongoing consultation about HS2 and a display is set up in Crofton. 

 A new planning application for the former Junior School site has been lodged and 

Councillor Manifield asked for feedback on the Parish Council's views. 

 He circulated a plan for the siting of the 2 VMS signs.  Whilst the site of the one at the 

Nine Arches entry to the village on Shay Lane was as requested, the one for Common 

Lane was not what was requested and he was asked to investigate further and try and 

improve the situation. 

 Resolved  to note the reports. 

 

161. Finance & Governance  

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and 

income received January 2017. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling 

£7,356.48 and income received of £1,226.75 in January. 

The account balances at the end of January are: 

Current a/c: £3,847.08 

Barclays Business Res a/c: £23,338.54 

HSBC deposit a/c: £15,129.36 

Total £42,314.98 

Resolved: to approve the financial statements and payments. 

 

2. To receive an asset register with valuations and insurance renewal quotations for 

review and consideration. 

Resolved:  

i to approve the asset register and valuations. 

ii to renew insurance with Zurich Insurance with a three year long term agreement. 

  

162. To consider correspondence received.  

 Resolved:    

i not to make any comment on the  consultations on the 'Wakefield District 

Residential Design Guide ' or on the 'Wakefield City Urban Design Framework. 

ii to note other correspondence. 

 

163. Planning Working Party. 

1. To consider planning applications validated and decided January 2017. 

There have been 5 applications for Walton validated since the last meeting including 

one for the development of the former Junior School site. There have been 3 

applications decided for Walton, and 1 of significance in Crofton which was refused. 

Resolved: 

i to comment on application 17/00137/FUL at the Former Junior School as follows:  

a that the Planning Statement fails to state how it addresses each of the bullet 

points in Policy 13 of the Walton Neighbourhood Plan. 

b that there are no details of the materials or what type of materials are going to 

be used. 

c that there is no fencing detail or illustrations of what the fences will look like on 

School Lane. 

d that a Landscape Architects Drawing referred to is not included in the 

associated documents on the website.  
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e that the response by WMDC to the pre-application enquiry referred to is also 

not included. 

f that no CIL (or other house building incentive such as the New Homes Bonus) is 

mentioned. The Parish Council expects that 25% of any CIL raised would 

devolve to Walton.  

g that the mention of "Harrogate District Council" implies the report has not been 

sufficiently accurately compiled. 

h that there have been numerous reports of flooding at the bend on School 

Lane and, therefore, the  Drainage Strategy Report which does not take this 

into account, is inadequate and also is inaccurate in its conclusion. 

i that the current parking restrictions along School Lane should be thoroughly 

reviewed since they are relevant to the site when it was a School some years 

ago. 

j that, when deciding the parking arrangements, consideration should be given 

to the risk of children running out of the Recreation Ground and the poor 

visibility around the known dangerous bend. 

k that the Parish Council does not give permission for there to be any direct 

access from the development site onto the Recreation Ground.  

ii to make no comments on the other validated applications. 

 

2. To receive reports on the Brook Farm development. 

Councillor Lee reported on a meeting held with Kevin Fisher (WMDC Service Manager, 

Property and Facilities Services), Jane Hunt (WMDC Corporate Property and Estates 

Manager), and James Crawley (Asset Management team). 

Councillors Massey, Shaw and Cummings and the Clerk also attended. 

WMDC has outsourced its Estates and Property section to be in partnership with a 

services company called ENGIE. 

The negotiations on WMDC's contract with Persimmon for the Sandal Lane site of 

WYSSC,  which originated around 1999, is ongoing. 

To prevent the planning application at Brook Farm from expiring, work to create an 

access from Shay Lane is in progress. 

There is an amount for capital works, quoted as £150,000, which should become 

available to support the three community organisations in Walton and Crofton affected 

by the move of WYS&SC to Brook Farm. 

Resolved: 

i to inform WMDC that Walton Parish Council does not wish to be excluded from any 

of the relevant meetings about the development and would like to have its 

representatives at the next meeting so that the Parish Council is involved in all 

relevant financial issues being discussed. 

ii to contact Walton Community Centre to ensure they are aware of the need to 

prepare an impact assessment, or statement, on the effect of WYS&SC's move to 

the Brook Farm site. 

  

3. To receive reports on the planning application at The Grove. 

 Councillor Lee reported on a meeting he had with David Rock of Hanover 

Developments, the part owners of the land at The Grove.  

 Councillor Lee put forward the request to change the name of the scheme from 

Waterton Green to a name not including 'Waterton'. This was refused because 

Keepmoat, the developer, has already invested in publicity using that name. 

 Councillor Lee expressed the view to David Rock that the occupants of the Hub should 

be medically orientated and not affect current Walton businesses. 

Resolved to note the report. 
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4. To consider a request for supporting a pharmacy in Walton. 

Correspondence from a potential pharmacy seeking support for the establishment of a 

pharmacy in the Hub on The Grove development was discussed. 

Resolved to invite David Holdsworth to the March meeting of the Parish Council to 

explain his request and to answer questions from members of the Council. 

 

5. To consider projects listed in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Some of the projects listed in the Neighbourhood Plan have been achieved, and others 

have changed since the publication of the Plan.  Councillor Rolinson offered to review 

progress on the various projects, with the help of Dave Rolinson, and present an up to 

date situation at the next meeting.  

Resolved to review the up to date situation of projects at the next meeting. 

 

164. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party. 

1. To arrange risk assessments of the Village Hall and car park. 

Resolved for the Clerk to co-ordinate with members of the Working party. 

 

2. To agree the date of holiday closures of the Village Hall. 

 Resolved  to close for one week from Saturday 29th July to Friday 4th August inclusive. 

 

 

165. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party.  

1. To consider correspondence about the Recreation Ground boundary. 

Resolved to review the situation in Spring and Summer. 

 

2. To consider replacement or repair of the damaged basketball post. 

 The supplier of the basketball post has reduced the cost he quoted for replacing the 

post and Councillor Pearson obtained a professional report on the possible causes of 

the fracture of the metal component. A cost has been obtained from Fab-Weld for 

welding a new support to the backboard.  

Resolved  to ask Hexa Sports Ltd to pay for the cost of the welding as an alternative to 

supplying a new post. 

 

166. Environmental Improvements Working Party - to receive reports. 

WMDC have given a cost for replacement of the bin on the footpath sign at the bend 

on School Lane of £150 inc VAT.  

Resolved  to write to the farmer whose workforce is suspected of knocking over the sign 

and request he funds the cost of replacement. 

 

167. Tree Working Party - to receive reports. 

 Nothing to report. 

  

168. To receive reports from Working for Walton. 

 Councillor Rolinson reported that Working For Walton had a meeting in January to plan 

several events throughout the year including coffee mornings, table top sales and 

various other events. The Village Hall has been booked accordingly. 

 There is the intention to install a defibrillator and apply for a grant to buy a second one. 

The Parish Council may be asked to consider the Village Hall, which now has an 

external electric supply, as one of the sites. 
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 Working for Walton have agreed to sponsor a floral display this year. 

 

Resolved:   

i to agree in principle that a defibrillator be installed at the Village Hall. 

ii to note the report. 

 

169. To consider the format of the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 Resolved  to include an item on the progress on the Neighbourhood Plan in the 

agenda for the meeting. 

 

170. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

Nothing to report. 

 

171. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  s 1(2). 

In view of the confidential nature of the business concerned, to resolve to exclude Press 

and Public to consider staffing matters.  

 Resolved: 

i to agree the proposed timeline document and its contents for recruitment of a 

Clerk. 

ii to appoint a recruitment panel consisting of Councillors: Fairclough, Rolinson and 

Shaw to carry out the recruitment of a new Clerk for approval by the Council. 

iii for other Councillors to make any comments on the circulated documents to the 

panel. 

iv to advertise the post in the Wakefield Express at a cost of £278.50. 

v to install a letter box on the outside of the Village Hall so that the registered address 

of the Parish Council can be changed to the Village Hall. 

vi to purchase a mobile phone which can be used by the incoming Clerk for Council 

business. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Meeting closed at 9.45 p.m. 


