WALTON PARISH COUNCIL minutes

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th April 2014

Present: Clirs: E Fairclough (Chairman), S Birkby, J Carlon, P Lee, C Pearson and K Shaw.

In attendance: Clirs: M Cummings and A Manifield (WMDC), APS Matthew Jackson, two

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

members of the public & the Clerk to the Council.

To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Clirs: H Massey, D Pickover, E Prince and T Saunders
& F Heptinstall (WMDC).

To receive declarations of interest.
There were none.

To approve the minutes of the council meeting held on 1st March 2016.

Resolved fo approve the minutes of the meetings held on 15t March without
amendment as a correct record.

To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included
elsewhere on the agenda.
There were none.

Public forum session — To permit members of the public to make representations, answer
questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the
agenda.

There were none.

To receive areport on the SAFE scheme and Police matters.

APS Matthew Jackson reported 3 crimes in March involving house burglary and other
crimes. There were 11 calls about anti-social behaviour relating to cold calling, loose
horses, fly fipping and nuisance motor bikes.

21.5 hours were worked under the SAFE scheme, 17.5 hours by Police Officers and 4
hours by PCSOs.

All areas of the village were patrolled and speed checks were carried out through the
vilage and along Shay Lane resulting in many fraffic offence reports being submitted.

APS Jackson reported that PC Laybourne will be retiring in the next few weeks and he is
hoping to recruit another Traffic Officer as a replacement.

Ward Councillors reported incidents in Crofton where people who say they are setfting
up a dog walking business are possibly checking out special breeds of dogs for
potential kidnapping.

Councillors also reported suspicious individuals looking through windows on the
Elmwood estate. APS Jackson said that he is aware of a genuine person cold calling
trying to sell a sky map of the area.

Councillors praised the quick response of police to a recent incident on Woodfield Park.

Resolved to note the reports.
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182.

183.

1. To seek information about cold-calling control zones.

Following a recent spate of suspicious cold-calling incidents, discussion took place
about the setting up of cold-calling control zones. These zones are supported by
Trading Standards and each resident in a road which participates in the scheme is
expected to pay a small charge to cover signage.

Resolved that both Councillor Cummings and APS Jackson will provide more
information so that the Parish Council can take this forward.

To receive areport from WMDC Ward 5 Councillors.

Councillor Cummings stated that fly tipping near Nine Arches Bridge, reported by a
member of Council, has been removed. However, Councillors believe that conifers
which formed part of the fipping have not been removed and merely pushed to one
side.

Councillor Cummings reported that the lack of signage during the School Lane closure
reported at the last meeting was resolved the next day.

There has been no further news about Brook Farm or the promised situation report and
the Cabinet member concerned has been chased but so far to no avail.

There have been reports of flooding at the field on Brooklands and Councillor
Cummings stafed that some minor works will be done over the spring and summer
period, but that these will not completely solve the problem.

She reported that the Neighbourhood Plan has been approved by Cabinet to go o
the next Council meeting for approval.

Councillor Manifield reported that at a recent street surgery at EEmwood, residents
complained about trees that have fallen in the Beck with concerns about a repeat of
the flooding that took place in 2007.

At a sfreet surgery in Brooklands, residents complained about slime left by flooding
which has subsequently been treated. There were also complaints about dog fouling.
Dog wardens have visited some dog owners in the area and anti-fouling stencils put on
the pavements.

At a street surgery in Cherry Tree, complaints were made about surface water coming
from the canal path and rubbish at the back of the shops. Residents queried the need
for the mini roundabout at the junction of Cherry Tree Road and Shay Lane since it
causes confusion. Highways Department will be asked to investigate.

Complaints were also received about the number of pot holes on Shay Lane near
Elmwood and Brooklands.

Councillor Cummings undertook fo follow up with the footpath officer the complaint
about encroachment of gardens along the canal path.

Resolved:

i to note the reports.

i that the Clerk write to Highways Department to seek more precise information of
when the pot holes on Shay Lane will be attended to.

Finance

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and
income received March 2016.

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling

£8,293.39 and income received of £5,207.37 in March including the receipt of a VAT

refund for the year.

Account balances in the books at the end of March (the end of the financial year) are:

Current a/c: £4,017.01

Barclays Business Res a/c:  £17,828.20
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184.

185.

HSBC deposit a/c: £15,053.89
Total £36,899.10

Resolved fo approve the financial statements and payments.

2. To consider renewal of the waste contract with WMDC: £84.00 rental + £332.50
collection (last year's notice: £82.50 rental + £326.00 collection).

Resolved to renew the contract.

3. To consider renewal of the subscription to YLCA: £697.00 (last year £664.00).

Resolved to renew the subscription.

4. To review the system of Internal Control and its effectiveness.

The Clerk circulated with the agenda an updated Statement of Internal Control for
Councillors to review in preparation for being able to sign the Annual Governance
Statement.

Resolved: to approve the Statement of Internal Control.

5. Toreceive a draft Budget Monitor for the year 2015/16.

The Clerk presented a Budget Monitor showing the draft (unaudited) final figures for the
year 2015/16 compared with the budget and the forecast figures (as used in preparing
the budget for 2016/17). The actual figures for 2014/15 and the budget for 2016/17 were
also shown.

The draft figures show that receipts exceeded payments by £662 in the year and
explanations of how this varied from the forecast were noted in the monitor. The funds
position for the year ending 2015/16 is £36,899.10.

Resolved fo receive the budget monitor.

To consider correspondence received.

Resolved:

i that the Clerk contact the architect responsible for the site of the former Junior
School to request removal of the greenery at the corner of the site which restricts
the view of car drivers approaching the bend from either direction and o inform
WMDC of the danger caused by this overgrowth.

i fo discuss with the Working for Walton group means of publicising events in the
village.

i fo note other correspondence.

Planning Working Party.
1. To consider planning applications validated and decided March 2016.
2 planning applications were validated and 5 decided since the last meeting.

Resolved to make no comment on the validated applications.

2. Toreceive areport on the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).
Councillor Lee attended a briefing by WMDC Planning Officers about CIL and
distributed a report after the event.

Resolved to note the report.
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186.

187.

188.

189.

3. To consider the powers of the Parish Council in planning applications following the
adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Resolved that Councillor Lee and the Clerk are delegated to write to Neil Rodgers,
Service Director Planning, Transportation & Highways, to ask him to clarify how WMDC
will fake info account the Neighbourhood Plan when assessing planning applications.

Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party - to receive reports

The Clerk reported he has received a quote for changing the lights in the Committee
Room from fluorescents to LEDs and is awaiting quotes for replacing the ceiling files.
He is also waiting for quotes to replace the fire door and frame at the north end of the
Hall and the other two fire doors.

7 new 'early years' tables, a trolley fo hold them and 28 new 'early years' chairs have
been ordered. 22 chairs have been delivered so far and the tables are due 15t April.
The Toddlers Groups have agreed jointly to clear out the storage cupboard and, once
this has been done, recommendations can be made to Council for ways of storing
items better.

One of the curtain rails in the Committee Room has had to be replaced.

Resolved:

i to note the report.

ii  notto charge for the 10-15 minutes set up and clear away times of the ballet and
dance classes.

Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party

1. Toreceive areport on Risk Assessments.

Councillors carried out a Risk Assessment of the Recreation Ground, Tennis Club and
Playground area. As a result, the Clerk has written to residents on the Stables bordering
the Recreation Ground asking them not to tip garden or other waste over their fences
or walls.

Resolved that the Clerk:

i contacts the architect responsible for the site of the former Junior School to request
the gap between wall and fence which allows children access to the site be made
safe.

i fo write to residents of School Lane bordering the Recreation Ground reminding
them of their responsibility for the boundary walls which are falling into dangerous
disrepair.

i fo block access to the Recreation Ground at unauthorised places.

iv. to contact the owner of 38 School Lane reminding him of the danger of using
barbed wire on the access gate.

v to arrange the cleaning and painting of the litter bins in the Recreation Ground.

vi fo arrange the repair and painting of various seats and benches.

Environmental Improvements Working Party.

1. Update on floral baskets and sponsorship.

There are still some of previous years' sponsors who have yet to confirm whether they
wish to continue support, but new sponsors have been obtained for seven lampposts
for this summer.

Resolved to note the report.

Tree Working Party - to receive reports.
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Altofts are still waiting for a response from Highways Department to book the road
closure required to fell the elm free.

Resolved to note the reports.

190. To review the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting April 2015.
The draft minutes were circulated with the agenda in preparation for the Annual Parish
Meeting on 19th April 2016.

Resolved to note the contents of the minutes.

191. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk.
There were none.

Meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.
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