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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  1st March  2016 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chairman), S Birkby, J Carlon, G Glenn, P Lee, C Pearson,  

 E Prince, T Saunders and K Shaw. 

 

In attendance: Cllrs:  M Cummings, F Heptinstall and A Manifield (WMDC), APS Matthew 

Jackson & the Clerk to the Council. 

 

160. To receive apologies for absence. 

 Apologies were received from Cllrs: H Massey and D Pickover. 

 

161. To receive declarations of interest. 

 There were none. 

 

162. To approve the minutes of the council meeting held on 2nd February  2016. 

 Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd February with the following 

amendments: 

 Min 147 add that the road surface along Shay Lane near Walton Manor has also 

deteriorated. 

 Min 152.3 add that the Parish Council resolves to take up the offer of cleaning of the 

chairs by the hirer for the Ballet Classes at regular intervals. 

 

163. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included 

elsewhere on the agenda.  

 There were none. 

  

164. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer 

questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the 

agenda. 

 There were none. 

  

165. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

APS Matthew Jackson reported  4 crimes in February involving armed robbery, house 

burglary, theft from a vehicle and damage.  There were 3 calls relating to anti-social 

behaviour relating to lamping and fly tipping. 

19 hours were worked under the SAFE scheme, 17 hours by Police Officers and 2 hours 

by PCSOs. 

All areas of the village were patrolled and speed checks were carried out through the 

village and along Shay Lane resulting in several traffic offence reports being submitted. 

Councillors reported horses being let loose on a farmer's field and which were 

subsequently removed. 

Resolved to note the reports. 

 

166. To receive a report from WMDC Ward 5 Councillors.  

Councillor Heptinstall reported that she had not heard any more from Kevin Fisher 

about Brook Farm and will continue to press for the promised information. 
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Councillor Cummings  reported that a street surgery was completed in the Brooklands 

area following the distribution of a questionnaire. A similar exercise is scheduled for the 

Elmwood area. 

She reported on a response from Graham West which had been circulated to members 

about the potholes along Shay Lane and was asked to follow up the deteriorating road 

surface on Shay Lane near Walton Manor. 

She reported on a response from Graham West which had been circulated to members 

about the traffic scheme for The Grove. 

Councillor Manifield reported that he is still pressing for action about the traffic situation 

at the Chevet Lane/Lodge Lane crossroads following recent accidents near there.  

The Ward Councillors reported on a surgery held at Walton Methodist Church  where a 

question was asked about passengers who were seen being carried on a train on the 

mineral line. The Chairman explained that this happens because the line has special 

testing equipment for braking which requires the presence of passengers to test the 

reaction to braking. 

Councillors pointed out that there was no signage warning of the School Lane road 

closure when travelling from the direction of Crofton. As a result, vehicles were turning 

into School Lane before the driver realised that the road was closed and was forced to 

turn around. 

Resolved to note the reports. 

 

167. Finance   

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and 

income received February 2016. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling 

£1,661.25 and income received of £1,890.00 in February. 

The account balances in the books at the end of February are: 

Current a/c: £2,106.48 

Barclays Business Res a/c: £22,824.95 

HSBC deposit a/c: £15,053.69 

Total £39,985.12 

Resolved  to approve the financial statements and payments. 

 

2. To consider the contribution to the SAFE scheme for 2016/17. 

Resolved to pledge £6000 for the scheme in 2016/17 and that any amount exceeding 

£500 in the carryover figure from 2015/16 should be put towards the £6000. 

 

3. To receive an asset register and valuation and insurance renewal documents for 

review and consideration. 

Resolved: to approve the asset listing and to renew the insurance accordingly. 

 

4. To consider the Risk Management Review Plan. 

Resolved  

i to accept the  Risk Management Review Plan. 

ii to arrange Risk Assessments for the Recreation Ground and for Coronation 

Cottage. 

 

 

168. To consider correspondence received. 
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 Resolved:    

i to note that the third grant application to the Safer Communities Fund was 

unsuccessful and to arrange to mark out the basketball pitch from Parish Council 

funds. 

ii to reply to the owner of 2 Walton Chase that the Parish Council has noted that she 

has agreed to screw the gate closed and to re-iterate that authorised public 

access to the Recreation Ground is only via the two designated entrances. 

iii to forward the information about WMDC's consultation on its Local Flood Risk 

Management Strategy to Councillor Carlon. 

iv to participate in the petition for the Government to give parish councils a right to 

appeal planning decisions to the Planning Inspectorate. 

v that Cllrs Lee and Massey attend the forthcoming briefing session by WMDC on the 

Community Infrastructure Levy. 

vi to agree to a request to permit neighbours to temporarily park their cars on the 

Village Hall car park. 

vii to pass on concerns to the Ward Councillors from a resident about encroachment 

of gardens from the Cherry Tree area onto the canal path. 

viii to note other correspondence. 

 

169. Planning Working Party. 

1. To review planning applications validated and decided February 2016. 

 3 planning applications were validated and 2 decided since the last meeting.  

 In addition, a planning application for a caravan site on Oakenshaw Lane in Crofton 

adjoining the Walton parish boundary was refused. 

 The Planning Officer supervising application 15/02718/FUL  at Walton Manor has 

informed the Parish Council that the proposal will be assessed against policy 4 of the 

Neighbourhood Plan and take into account the comments from the Parish Council. 

Resolved to make no comment on the validated applications. 

   

2. Neighbourhood Planning. 

 The Clerk reported that Groundwork have requested the refund of the unspent portion 

of the grant it awarded. 

 Resolved to note the report. 

 

170. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party 

A risk assessment of the Village Hall and car park was carried out and various 

recommendations made. 

Resolved: 

i to obtain quotes for renewal of the ceiling tiles in the Committee Room. 

ii to obtain quotes for changing the lighting  in the Committee Room from 

fluorescent lights to LED's. 

iii to obtain quotes to replace the fire door and frame at the north end of the Hall 

which are rotting. 

iv to obtain quotes for replacing the other two fire doors. 

v to use the unspent budget of £1,000 grant money to buy new tables, a trolley to 

hold them and new chairs to replace the current heavy tables and chairs used by 

the toddler groups. 

vi to arrange a meeting with the groups using the storage cupboard to agree how 

better to store items. 

vii to arrange to clear out redundant items in the cellar. 

viii to add reminders in the hiring conditions that when bouncy castles are used by 

hirers, supervisory responsibility for their safe operation lies with the hirer. 
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ix that the Working Group investigate and make recommendations to the Council for 

a new Notice Board outside the Village Hall. 

 

171. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party -  to receive reports. 

 WMDC will do work on the roundabout when the weather allows a maintenance 

vehicle to travel over the Recreation Ground without damage. 

 Resolved: 

i to note the report. 

ii to arrange to carry out a Risk Assessment of the Recreation Ground area. 

 

172. Environmental Improvements Working Party. 

1. To consider the amount to be requested for floral sponsorship. 

Resolved to ask £100 from sponsors of floral baskets. 

 

173. Tree Working Party - to receive reports. 

 The elm tree will be felled as soon as possible after the current road closure work is 

completed. 

 Resolved to note the reports. 

 

174. To consider revising Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. 

 Amendments are need to bring the Standing Orders and Financial regulations in line 

with the Public Contracts Regulations 2015.  

 Resolved  that Cllrs Pearson, Pickover (if he is willing) and Shaw work with the Clerk to 

review the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. 

 

175. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

 Councillor Glenn reported that he would investigate options for decorations of the 

Village Hall for next Christmas. 

 

 Resolved to note the report. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at  9.10 p.m. 


