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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  6th October  2015 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chairman), S Birkby, J Carlon, P Lee, H Massey, C Pearson,  

 D Pickover,  K Shaw and T Saunders. 

 

In attendance: Cllr. A Manifield (WMDC); Acting Sgt Matthew Jackson, one member of the 

public & the Clerk to the Council. 

 

76. To receive apologies for absence. 

 Apologies were received from Cllrs: G Glenn and E Prince & M Cummings and F 

Heptinstall (WMDC). 

 

77. To receive declarations of interest. 

 There were none. 

 

78. To approve the minutes of the council meetings held on 1st September 2015. 

 Resolved to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 1st September with an 

amendment that the area on The Balk requiring removal of vegetation is where the 

road divides rather than close to the junction with Shay Lane. 

 

79. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included 

elsewhere on the agenda.  

 There were none. 

 

80. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer 

questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the 

agenda. 

 Concern was expressed on behalf of residents of School Lane about smoke from fires 

on the allotments blowing over the neighbouring area and asking whether there are 

any regulations governing this. Councillor Shaw, as an allotment holder, replied that the 

allotment holders are very much aware of the problem and do their best to take into 

account the weather conditions when burning material. The allotments are self 

regulated, the Parish Council has no jurisdiction over the issue, and allotment holders do 

not burn on Wednesdays, Saturdays or Sundays.  

   

81. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

APS Matthew Jackson reported 3 crimes in September involving interference with a 

motor car, a dangerous dog and a public order offence. There were 3 calls relating to 

anti-social behaviour. 

15 hours were worked under the SAFE scheme, 7 by Police Officers and 8 by PCSOs. 

Patrols carried out speed checks on Shay Lane and the Brooklands area was monitored 

for quad bikes and improper parking. The allotments and other areas of the village 

were patrolled. 

Councillors voiced their concern over parking at school times, particularly along The 

Grove and also on The Balk. Councillors asked if signage can be installed to limit 

parking during school pick up and put down times and also to direct SAFE scheme time 

to this problem.  
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APS Jackson said he would contact the school and emphasise the use of the parking 

area at the Community Centre.  

Councillor Manifield undertook to request 'no waiting' signage and pointed out that, if 

successfully installed, parking limits need to be enforced to be effective. 

Resolved to note the reports. 

 

82. To receive a report from WMDC Ward 5 Councillors.  

Councillor Manifield reported that bushes overgrowing the footpath on Oakenshaw 

Lane have been cleared. 

However, not much else on his list of requests has been attended to, partly because 

Highways Dept thought he was referring to Brooklands in Ryhill and not Brooklands in 

Walton even though he had been quite specific in his e-mails. 

 He is in contact with WDH and the police to try and resolve issues of the quad bikes and 

unauthorised use of premises to service vehicles on Brooklands Road. 

 Councillor Manifield reported that someone had built a shelter for use by youngsters on 

the Brooklands Recreation area, but WMDC Street Scene have removed it because it 

was unsafe. 

 Councillors asked Councillor Manifield to add pruning at the end of Ambleside Drive 

with its junction with Lakeland Way to his list. 

  Resolved to note the reports. 

 

83. Finance   

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and 

income received September 2015. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling 

£2,211.03 and income received of £17,393.30 in September, including receipt of half of 

the precept. 

The account balances in the books at the end of September are: 

Current a/c: £1,592.96 

Barclays Business Res a/c: £38,320.67 

HSBC deposit a/c: £15,053.69 

Total £54,967.32 

Resolved  to approve the financial statements and payments. 

  

84. To consider correspondence received. 

 Resolved:    

i to note further correspondence from a resident of The Stables about nuisance  

pigeons and to give permission to install decoys, which he should obtain at his 

expense, on the tree overhanging his garden. Once obtained, the Parish Council 

will arrange for Altofts to fix them in place. 

ii to explain to the resident that the tree maintenance work is decided by the priority 

given by Altofts during their twice yearly professional surveys. The Parish Council's 

policy is to deal with 'High' and 'Medium' priority work identified after each survey.  

iii to book a place on the YLCA's training event "Developing your skills as a Councillor" 

for Councillor Pearson at a cost of £45.00. (Councillor Pearson's place on a 

planning seminar agreed at the previous meeting has been postponed.) 

iv to object to the consultation about the closure of Wakefield Magistrates Court on 

the grounds that justice should be seen to be done and that the best way to 

achieve this is for justice to be administered locally. 

v to note other correspondence. 
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85. Planning Working Party. 

1. To review planning applications validated and decided September 2015. 

 1 planning application was validated and 4 decided since the last meeting.  

 Resolved to make no comment on the validated application.  

 

2. Neighbourhood Planning. 

 Councillor Massey reported that WMDC Planning Committee has accepted the 

Examiner's report and the Plan, with minor amendments, can now go to referendum. 

The date of the referendum is decided in consultation with WMDC Electoral Services 

and it is hoped this will be in November. 

 In the meantime, Councillor Massey is arranging with the printer to make the agreed 

amendments to the Plan and print a number of copies off. She will also arrange to 

produce a leaflet to be distributed to all electors for the referendum. 

 Resolved to note the report. 

 

86. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party -  

1. To receive reports. 

Councillor Carlon says he has obtained quotes for the paving outside the Village Hall, to 

include taking out the current ramp and rebuilding the area, which he will pass on to 

the Clerk. The work will be carried out once the elm tree, which is confirmed as suffering 

from Dutch Elm disease, has been dealt with. 

The Clerk reported that there is a suspected water leak at Coronation Cottage 

between the meter and the internal stop cock which Yorkshire Water are attending to. 

They originally promised to monitor usage for two weeks and have extended that to 

four weeks, during which time water continues to leak. 

Resolved:  

i to note the reports. 

ii that the Clerk should intervene with Yorkshire Water and ensure that Paul Readman 

does not bear the cost of extra usage caused by the leak. 

 

2. To consider photos for display in the Committee Room. 

 Councillors were shown the photos obtained from Jon Barr and each chose a favourite. 

 Resolved that Councillor Fairclough obtains an estimate for the cost of printing, 

mounting and framing 7 photos at A3 size to be hung in the Committee Room. 

 

87. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party - to receive reports. 

 The Clerk reported that a resident on Walton Close has cut a gateway into the fence on 

the boundary with the Recreation Ground.  The Clerk has sent a letter requesting the 

fence be re-instated in line with previous decisions of the Council. 

 Councillors reported that the play surface around the roundabout is getting to a stage 

beyond repair.  

 The Clerk clarified his understanding of the decision taken at the last meeting about a 

sum of money for planting in the Millennium Area. This was to authorise re-imbursement 

to the Groundsman for planting plants obtained by him.  

 Resolved: 

i to note the report. 
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ii to send a letter to any resident who puts in unauthorised  access to the Recreation 

Ground requesting them to re-instate the boundary fence. This is in line with 

previous decisions of the Council to avoid personal rights of way being established.  

 

iii to get quotes for renewing the play surface around the roundabout.  

iv to purchase bags of compost for the Millennium Area and other areas at a cost of 

£30.00. 

 

88. Environmental Improvements Working Party. 

1. To receive an update Risk Assessments 

Councillor Carlon reported he has completed the Risk Assessment of the Tennis Club. 

Other risk assessments are in process.  

Resolved to note the reports. 

 

2. To receive an update on floral displays and consider arrangements for next year. 

Resolved:  to write to this year's sponsors to thank them for their support and, in order to 

plan for next year's displays, to ask them whether they will sponsor again next year. 

 

89. Tree Working Party - to receive reports. 

 Councillor Pickover reported that Altofts has met with Mark Jennings on site to start an 

update of the map of trees and has started work on tree maintenance. 

 One of the recently planted oak trees appears to have been replanted with an ash 

tree which is not suitable, in the long term, to be in a recreation ground. 

 Some of the recently planted trees are not growing as well as we would have wished 

and need to be monitored. 

 Altofts will start the seasonal survey immediately after doing the maintenance work, but 

can already see that the elm outside the Village Hall is definitely suffering from Dutch 

elm disease and needs to be dealt with before next spring when the beetle causing the 

disease will start spreading again. 

 Resolved:  

i to note the reports. 

ii to replace the ash tree with an oak.  

iii to arrange for the elm tree to be felled as soon as possible. 

 

Councillor Massey left the meeting at this point. 

90. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

 A request has been received to use the car parking and toilet facilities at the Village 

Hall for an 'open garden' day on 3rd July.  A person to supervise the building will be 

provided. 

 Resolved to allow the use of the Village Hall for the 'open garden' day, and to suggest 

that access for the toilets be through the fire exit at the far end of the hall. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.10 p.m. 


