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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  1st September 2015 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chairman), S Birkby, J Carlon, G Glenn, P Lee, D Pickover,  

 E Prince, K Shaw and T Saunders. 

 

In attendance: Cllr A Manifield (WMDC); Acting Sgt Matthew Jackson & the Clerk to the 

Council. 

 

58. To receive apologies for absence. 

 Apologies were received from Cllrs: H Massey and C Pearson & M Cummings and F 

Heptinstall(WMDC). 

 

59. To receive declarations of interest. 

 There were none. 

 

60. To approve the minutes of the council meetings held on  7th July 2015. 

 Resolved to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 7th July without amendment 

as a correct record.  

 

61. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included 

elsewhere on the agenda.  

 There were none. 

  

62. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer 

questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the 

agenda. 

 There were none. 

   

63. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

APS Matthew Jackson  apologised for his absence at the July meeting and hoped 

Councillors had received the June and July reports which he had circulated. 

He reported 4 crimes in August involving burglary, theft from a vehicle, other theft, and 

arson. There was 1 call relating to anti-social behaviour. 

15.5 hours in June and 17 hours in July were worked under the SAFE scheme. In August, 

16 hours were worked under the SAFE scheme, 14 by Police Officers and 2 by PCSOs. 

 Patrols carried out speed checks on Shay Lane. One vehicle was seized because the 

driver only had a provisional licence. All areas of the village were patrolled. 

Councillors expressed their appreciation for the positive action taken in dealing with 

undesirable behaviour. 

 

64. To receive a report from WMDC Ward 5 Councillors.  

Councillor Manifield reported that he is still awaiting feedback from earlier complaints 

about the lack of grass cutting in the Brooklands play area, the potholes and lack of 

road marking at the entrance to the Elmwood Estate. 

He reported that Ward Councillors would be holding a surgery at the Methodist Church 

in the future and a street surgery on the following day. He also commended the 

organisation of the Walton Flower Show where he and Cllr Heptinstall were privileged to 

present the prizes. 
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 Councillors brought to Councillor Manifield's attention: 

 Speeding and noisy quad bikes being ridden around the Brooklands Estate where 

children are playing and where there are dangerous cross roads. It was suggested the 

Police be asked to monitor this situation. 

 Overgrowing trees at the top of Brooklands Road. 

 Bushes overgrowing the footpath on Oakenshaw Lane on the left hand side of the 

bend next to Drain Beck going towards Doncaster Road causing pedestrians to have to 

walk in the road. 

 General overgrowing of hedges and vegetation blocking footpaths (for example: the 

hedge along Shay Lane, which the former owner of Brook Farm used to cut himself, and 

on The Balk close to the junction with Shay Lane). 

 Debris at the edge of the road which narrows the road width and forces cyclists into a 

dangerous situation (for example: along Walton Lane at Bull Bridge; on Oakenshaw 

Lane between Walton Station Lane and School Lane and at the Chevet Lane cross 

roads). 

 Councillor Manifield explained that if overgrowing vegetation was on private land, 

there is a process which requires at least a 28 day notice period before the Council can 

clear the overgrowth itself. He undertook to look at the problems on his forthcoming 

street surgery and to pass them on to Highways Dept. 

  Resolved to note the reports. 

 

65. Finance   

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and 

income received July and August 2015. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling 

£4,169.36 in July and £3,119.29 in August and income received of £1,054.55 in July and 

£1,222.25 in August. 

The account balances in the books at the end of August are: 

Current a/c: £2,414.99 

Business Reserve a/c: £22,317.26 

HSBC current a/c: £15,052.80 

Total £39,785.05 

Resolved:  

i to approve the financial statements and payments. 

ii having established that a fixed term deposit can be withdrawn early, but with a 

penalty of £100, to transfer £15,052.80 from the Parish Council's current account at 

HSBC to a one year fixed term deposit account at 0.5% interest per annum.  

 

2. To consider renewal of the fee for hosting and support for the website: £110.00 (last 

year: £110.00).  

 Resolved to renew the fee for the website. 

 

3. To receive the report of the External Auditor. 

 The External Auditor's report is satisfactory and no comment was made on the Annual 

Return. The Notice of Completion and Right to Inspect the Annual Return was posted. 

 Resolved to note the report. 

 

4. To receive a budget monitor for the 5 month period April to August 2015. 

 The Clerk submitted a budget monitor for the five months ended 31st August 2015 

showing the annual budget, payments and receipts for the period, the amounts for the 



WALTON PARISH COUNCIL minutes 

 
 

 15 

corresponding period in the previous year, and the difference between the budget 

and the amounts in the period for information and for making spending decisions in the 

remainder of the year. 

 Resolved to receive the budget monitor. 

 

66. To consider correspondence received. 

 Resolved:    

i to renew permission for West Yorkshire Sports & Social Club's use of the recreation 

ground for a further season at a cost of £150.00. 

ii to note the complaint of a resident on The Stables that pigeons settling in a tree 

bordering his garden are fouling his washing line and to advise him to buy a  decoy 

and fix it to some point other than the tree. 

iii to note new Public Contracts Regulations and to make changes to the Financial 

Regulations and Standing Orders once templates have been received from YLCA. 

iv to advise Warmfield-cum-Heath Parish Council that Councillor Carlon will act as  

Walton PC's liaison about the effects of HS2 development plans. 

v to book a place on the YLCA's training event "Understanding the Planning System" 

for Councillor Pearson at a cost of £115.00. 

vi to re-submit the application for a grant for marking out the basketball pitch. 

vii to note other correspondence. 

 

67. Planning Working Party. 

1. To review planning applications validated and decided July and August 2015. 

 4 planning applications were validated and 6 decided since the last meeting.  

 Resolved to make no comment on the validated applications.  

 

2. Neighbourhood Planning. 

 The Clerk reported that the Independent Examiner has presented his report to WMDC, 

which is very complimentary, and that the WMDC Planning Committee is scheduled to 

consider acceptance of the report at its forthcoming meeting on Thursday. Once 

acceptance has taken place, with minor amendments recommended by the 

Examiner, the Plan can go to referendum. 

 A press release has been formulated and will be sent to the Wakefield Express. 

 Resolved to note the reports with acclaim and with continuing appreciation for the 

work of Councillor Helen Massey and David Rolinson in producing the Plan. 

 

68. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party - to receive reports. 

The Clerk reported that PAT testing of items in both the Hall and at Coronation Cottage 

has been successfully completed. 

The Committee Room, kitchen and lobbies have been painted. 

The painting of car parking spaces is nearly complete and the roof insulation of 

Coronation Cottage is well under way. 

Two outside lights in the Car Park have had to be replaced. 

The organisation of the Toddlers Group is changing hands and the relevant paperwork 

is awaited. 

Councillor Carlon reported that he is awaiting three quotes for the paving around 

Coronation Cottage and at the entrance to the Village Hall. 

 Resolved:   

i to note the reports. 

ii to set a deadline of Friday to receive the paperwork for the Toddlers Group or else 

hiring cannot take place the following Tuesday. 
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iii to defer work on the paving around the entrance to the Village Hall until the 

condition of the elm, which is suspected of having Dutch Elm Disease, is known. 

iv to obtain quotes for repairing the cracks on the brickwork around Coronation 

Cottage. 

69. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party - to receive reports. 

 The Clerk reported that small holes in the play surface around various pieces of 

equipment have been repaired by WMDC and that several rosebushes planted in the 

Millennium area have been stolen. 

 He also reported that the usual practice of moving the pitch position after each season 

to allow seeding of the goal area has not been possible because the overhanging trees 

along The Stables would interfere with play down the touchline.  

Resolved:  

i to note the report. 

ii to allow £10.00 per season to be used for planting in the Millennium area. 

 

70. Environmental Improvements Working Party. 

1. To receive an update on the Risk Assessment of the Tennis Club. 

No report was received. 

 

2. To plan Risk Assessments for the village seats and signs, bus shelter and war 

memorial, and the Jubilee Field. 

Resolved that Councillors Carlon, Glenn and Saunders organise the assessments. 

 

71. Tree Working Party - to receive reports. 

 Councillor Pickover reported that one of the leylandii alongside the Tennis Court had 

split and had been removed, as had one of the conifers previously destined for removal 

at Coronation Cottage. However, removal of the tree meant that there would be 

reduced privacy if the one close to the cottage window was also taken away, so this 

second tree has not yet been removed. 

 Approval for the maintenance work in the Recreation Ground on trees governed by 

TPOs was received and the work will be done once the school holidays are over. 

 Resolved to note the reports.  

 

72. To consider village decorations for Christmas. 

 Resolved to place an order with WMDC for a Christmas tree with decorations for Xmas 

2015 and to investigate decorations at the Village Hall for subsequent years. 

 

73. To consider applications received for grants. 

 One application was received. 

 Resolved not to make any grants at this time. 

 

74. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

 There were none. 

 

75. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  s 1(2). 

In view of the confidential nature of the business concerned, to resolve to exclude Press 

and Public to consider employee terms and conditions. 

 Resolved to allow employee holidays to be more flexible subject to operational needs 

and reasonable notice. 
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Meeting closed at 9.55 p.m. 


