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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd June 2015 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chairman), S Birkby, J Carlon, G Glenn, C Pearson, D Pickover,  

 E Prince and K Shaw. 

 

In attendance: Cllrs: M Cummings, F Heptinstall and A Manifield (WMDC), Acting Sgt Matthew 

Jackson, one member of the public & the Clerk to the Council. 

 

Councillor K Shaw signed a declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 

25. To receive apologies for absence. 

 Apologies were received from: Cllrs: P Lee, H Massey and T Saunders. 

 

26. To receive declarations of interest. 

 There were none. 

 

27. To approve the minutes of the council meeting held on  12th May 2015. 

 Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th May 2015 without 

amendment as a correct record.  

 

28. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included 

elsewhere on the agenda.  

 (Ref Min 12.1) David Pickover accepted the appointment to the vacancy on Council 

and has signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 (Ref Min 13.1) The architect for the site at the Former Junior School has now been 

instructed by the current owners, who are the family of the developer Mr N Hogan who 

died  some 18 months ago, to repair the unsafe access. 

 (Ref Min 13.2) There is nothing of specific relevance to Walton in WMDC's application 

for Civil Parking Enforcement Powers and so no comment is thought necessary.  

  

29. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer 

questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the 

agenda. 

 A resident complained of the amount of dog fouling along Shay Lane, particularly 

between the New Inn and the War Memorial. "Pick up or pay up" stencils might help the 

problem. He also pointed out that many of the gullies looked to be full of debris which 

could cause flooding in the event of heavy rain.  

 Ward Councillors undertook to report and deal with these two  issues.  

   

30. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

APS Matthew Jackson  reported 3 crimes in May involving burglary, theft from a vehicle 

and other crimes. There were no calls relating to anti-social behaviour. 

9.5 hours were worked in May under the SAFE scheme, all by Police Officers. 

 Patrols carried out speed checks on Shay Lane and patrolled all areas of the village. 
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 Councillors asked for the allotments to be patrolled as there have been reports of 

vandalism and of produce being dug up and taken. 

 

 Resolved to note the reports. 

 

31. To receive a report from WMDC Ward 5 Councillors.  

Councillor Manifield reported on occurrences of lamping and of the skins of deer being  

found in public places and asked to be told if anything further was noticed. 

He has followed up the concerns about the traffic danger at the cross roads at the 

junction of Chevet Lane and Common Lane and has been promised by Graham West 

that feedback on the situation will be provided. 

Cllr Cummings said she has been made aware of broken swings at the play area in 

Brooklands, and that the surface is inappropriate. She undertook to investigate. 

Councillors reported that there are a number of potholes along Shay Lane, particularly 

between Cherry Tree Road and Drain Beck, which remain and are still present despite 

recent work for filling them in. 

  Resolved to note the reports. 

 

32. Finance   

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and 

income received May 2015. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling 

£2,192.42 and income received of £2,260.50. 

The account balances at the end of May are: 

Current a/c: £1,424.55 

Business Reserve a/c: £33,013.63 

Deposit a/c £10,000.00 

Total £44,438.18 

Resolved: to approve the financial statements and payments. 

 

2. To consider options for placing funds on deposit. 

 Resolved to invest £15,000 in a fixed deposit account with HSBC when the £10,000 

deposit matures in mid July. 

 

33. To consider correspondence received. 

 Resolved:    

i to confirm acceptance of  the terms of YLCA's Provision of Services Agreement for 

2015/2016 

ii to circulate revised template rules for the recording of council meetings from YLCA 

to the councillors who had reviewed the policy. 

iii to note that a request from residents to clear vegetation at the bend on School 

Lane on the former Junior School site has been passed to the architect responsible 

for the site. 

iv to note other correspondence. 

 

34. Planning Working Party. 

1. To review planning applications validated and decided May 2015. 

 3 planning applications were validated and 2 decided since the last meeting.  

 The Clerk reported a conversation with WMDC that application 14/02433/FUL for the 

caravan site on Oakenshaw Lane is awaiting re-allocation amongst recently recruited 

planning staff.  
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 Resolved:  

i to make no comment on the validated applications. 

ii to make Ward Councillors and Crofton Parish Council aware of Walton Parish 

Council's concern that if the case is not dealt with in good time, there is the risk of 

the applicant taking it to appeal and for it to go outside of WMDC's control.  

 

2. Neighbourhood Planning. 

 Councillor Massey sent in a report that the Parish Council's Facebook page has 117 likes 

and is being used by residents as a channel to discuss issues in the village. 

 Photos  have been put on the page and compliments about the village received. 

 WMDC will give notice by 5th June that the Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted 

after which it will  be open for consultation for a six week period. 

 A further grant of £3,150 has been awarded, although  not yet received, which must be 

spent in the next six months. 

 Resolved to note the report. 

 

35. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party - to receive reports. 

 The Clerk reported that the electrical work at the Village Hall, Coronation Cottage and 

Tennis Club pavilion is scheduled for w/e 19th June. 

 Councillor Carlon reported he has measured up the flagging requirements at 

Coronation Cottage and will continue to press for a quotation. 

 Following recent servicing of the boiler at Coronation Cottage the British Gas engineer 

pointed out that the carbon monoxide detector needs renewal and British Gas quoted 

for several improvements to the boiler's operation.   

Resolved:  

i to note the reports. 

ii to purchase a carbon monoxide detector. 

iii to review the state of the boiler before the next Home Care renewal. 

 

36. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party - to receive reports. 

 The Clerk received a quote for permanently marking out the basketball pitch for £450.00 

from Alpha White lining. The quoted costs for installation of a basketball post are now: 

 Post   £850.00 

 Installation  £650.00 

 Marking out pitch £450.00 

 Total £1,950.00 (exclusive of VAT) 

 Sport England ruled that the project is not eligible for their small grant, but there are two 

other grant possibilities for which the project would be eligible:  the Police Safer 

Communities Fund and WREN Community Fund. 

Resolved:  

i to proceed with the purchase and installation of the basketball post and some nets 

using Council funds. 

ii to apply for a grant from the Police Safer Communities Fund to cover the cost of 

the permanent marking out of the pitch. 

 

37. Environmental Improvements Working Party - to receive reports. 

 The Clerk reported that First Impressions will be putting up baskets from 12th June and will 

plant out the  planters from 7th of June.  

Resolved to note the report. 
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38. Tree Working Party - to receive reports. 

 The planning application for medium priority tree work has now been validated and 

approval is expected imminently, so work should commence in the near future. 

 Resolved:  

i to note the report. 

ii that the Tree Working Group reviews the current three year arrangement for tree 

maintenance which comes to an end in July 2015. 

 

39. To consider grants to be awarded by the Parish Council. 

 Resolved  to advertise the availability of grants awarded by the Parish Council in the 

Walton column of the Wakefield Express, and on the Parish Council website, with a 

deadline for applications in time to make decisions on them at the September meeting. 

 

40. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

 There were none. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.25 p.m. 


