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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th April 2015 

 

Present:   Cllrs: E Fairclough (Chairman), S Birkby, J Carlon, G Glenn, J Mackley, H Massey,  

 C Pearson, E Prince and K Shaw. 

 

In attendance Cllr M Cummings (WMDC) PC Matthew Jackson, two members of the public 

and the Clerk to the Council. 

 

178. To receive apologies for absence. 

 Apologies were received from Councillors: D Pickover and T Saunders &  F Heptinstall 

and A Manifield (WMDC). 

 

179. To receive declarations of interest. 

 There were none. 

 

180. To approve the minutes of the council meetings held on 3rd March 2015.  

 Resolved  to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March 2015 without 

amendment as a correct record.  

 

181. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included 

elsewhere on the agenda.  

 There were none. 

 

182. Public forum session – To permit members of the public to make representations, answer 

questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of business included in the 

agenda. 

 A member of the public asked for clarification of agenda item 8. The Clerk explained 

that the item referred to the renewal of the contract for the collection of waste from 

the Village Hall. 

 

183. To receive a report on the SAFE scheme and Police matters. 

 PC Matthew Jackson reported that there were 6 crimes in March involving burglary, 

theft from a vehicle and damage and 3 Anti Social Behaviour calls. 

 25.5 hours were worked on the SAFE scheme in the month: 21 hours by Police Officers 

and 4.5 hours by PCSOs. 

 PC Jackson pointed out the new design of his report which includes the actual patrol 

reports as well as descriptions of the crimes and Anti-Social Behaviour calls. He asked for 

feedback on the format. 

 He reported that he has set up new staffing arrangements for the SAFE scheme and all 

those working on the scheme are familiar with Walton and with how the priorities are 

set. 

 PC Jackson clarified some of the restrictions and  methods of measuring vehicle 

speeds. 

 He was asked to look into whether Neighbourhood Watch reports could be made 

available for circulation to councillors. 

 Resolved to note the reports. 
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184. To receive a report from WMDC Ward 5 Councillors.  

 Because the other two ward councillors were unable to attend, Councillor Cummings 

came to the meeting having been given clearance to do so during the 'purdah' 

period. 

 Councillor Cummings had sent a written report which was circulated and which she 

amplified.  

 The surgery on Facebook was successful and points the way forward for how to 

engage with electors. 

 No Community Protection Notice has been issued to the landowners of The Grove and 

WMDC claim not to have previously owned the caravan site on Oakenshaw Lane.  

 Councillors pointed out that WMDC, as owners of the land adjoining this site, should 

have some power to control the horses grazing there.  

 Councillor Cummings had no knowledge of any further discussions about the plans for 

the  junction of the proposed Eastern Relief Road with Doncaster Road and she had 

been made aware that this area was not in Ward 5. 

 Resolved to note the reports. 

 

185. Finance   

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and 

income received in March 2015. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling 

£7,021.23 and income received of £5,118.63 in March.  

The account balances in the books at the end of March are: 

Current a/c: £6,223.28 

Business Reserve a/c: £20,013.63 

Deposit a/c £10,000.00 

Total £36,236.91 

Resolved to approve the financial statements and payments. 

 

2. To consider renewal of the waste contract with WMDC: £82.00 rental + £319.54 

collection (last year £80.50 rental + £311.22 collection). 

Resolved  to renew the contract. 

 

3. To consider renewal of the subscription to YLCA: £664.00 (last year £657.00). 

Resolved to renew the subscription. 

 

4. To consider advice from the External Auditor about the valuation of fixed assets. 

 Walton Parish Council has been reporting the value of some of  its fixed assets in the 

Annual Return on the basis of their current insurance value.  

 However, The Practioner's Guide, which governs how accounts for Local Councils are to 

be prepared, specifically states that "once recorded on the asset and investment 

register, the recorded value must not change from year to year until disposal" . 

 The External Auditor has raised this as a general issue in the notes for completing the 

Annual Return and advised that fixed assets should not be re-valued or depreciated 

from the original cost. If the original cost is not known, a proxy cost should be used. 

Resolved:   

i to use the values shown at 31st March 2014 as the proxy costs of the Parish Council 

fixed assets. 
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ii to use the values shown at 31st March 2014 as the basis for the future recording of 

acquisitions or disposals of fixed assets on the register. 

 

5. To review the system of Internal Control and its effectiveness. 

 The Clerk circulated with the agenda the previously approved Statement of Internal 

Control  for Councillors to review.  

Resolved: to approve the Statement of Internal Control. 

 

6. To receive a draft Budget Monitor for the year 2014/15. 

The Clerk presented a Budget Monitor showing the draft (unaudited) figures for the year 

2014/15 compared with the budget and the forecast figures (as used in preparing the 

budget for 2015/16). The actual figures for 2013/14 and the budget for 2015/16 were 

also shown.  

 The draft figures show that payments exceeded receipts by £1,814 in the year and 

explanations  of how this varied from the forecast were noted in the monitor. The funds 

position for the year ending 2014/15 is £36,236.91. 

Resolved  to receive the budget monitor.  

 

186. To consider correspondence received.   

 Following the list of correspondence circulated with the agenda, an e-mail was 

received from a resident of Brooklands View with complaints about WDH's handling of 

mould in a number of rooms  and a problem with a gate which the Clerk forwarded on 

to the District Councillors. 

 Resolved  to note the correspondence. 

 

187. Planning Working Party. 

1. To consider planning applications validated and decided March. 

Three planning applications were validated and three applications were decided since 

the last meeting.  

 Resolved to make no comment on the applications. 

 

2. Neighbourhood Planning. 

Councillor Massey reported that the revised version of the Draft Plan has been printed 

following the amendments referred to at the March council meeting and copies were 

distributed to all those present. 

Supporting documents have been collated and, with the assistance of the Clerk, they 

have also been printed. The whole package of documentation has now been formally 

submitted to WMDC. 

WMDC will publicise the submission of the proposed Plan, probably after the election,  

which allows further consultation on this version. 

An independent examiner will be appointed and after examination, the Plan will go to 

a referendum of the village before it can be adopted. 

Section 3 of the Plan is the part which will carry legal weight once the Plan is adopted. 

Councillors reported that the wall around Waterton Park is falling down in places, and it 

was suggested that photos should be taken to send to WMDC.  

Resolved to note the report. 

 

188. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party. 

1. To receive reports. 
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 The tables for the Committee Room have been received and are now being used and 

the roof insulation for Coronation Cottage has been bought and delivered. 

 The required electrical work is still to be organised and an electrician sourced. 

 A new fire guard for the Committee Room is still to be sourced because those available 

are of a standard height which is not high enough. 

 A quote for dealing with the block paving at the Village Hall and the paving at 

Coronation Cottage has been requested and is awaited. 

 Quotes for painting the Committee Room have been requested and are awaited. 

 Resolved: 

i to note the reports. 

ii to obtain further comparative quotes for a 'composite' door with slow closing 

device for the Village Hall, as per the design presented, and buy it when the 

paving has been corrected. 

iii to obtain slow closing devices for two internal doors.  

iv to repair and clean the roof and gutters at a cost of £225.00. 

v to re-new the lines for the parking spaces in the car park when the weather is 

suitable and to pay for the Caretaker to carry out the work. 

 

2. To consider acquiring the rights to the use of images for display in the Committee 

Room and for use in the future.  

 Resolved to obtain the rights to use images for display in the Committee Room and for 

the future use of the Parish Council for £200.00. 

 

189. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party - to receive reports. 

1. To receive a report on Risk Assessments. 

 It was noticed that access from the Playground to the former Junior School site is open 

via the steps which lead down to the site. The Clerk has contacted the architect to 

make the landowner aware of the danger. 

 

Resolved:  

i to note the reports. 

ii to buy two new cradle seats where there is corrosion on one and damage to 

another at a price of £119.00 each plus carriage exc VAT. 

iii to re-paint the goalposts at the end of the season and some of the benches 

around the ground and to pay the Groundsman for doing so.  

 

2. To receive information on acquiring a basketball post. 

Resolved: 

i to buy a basketball post of a similar design to the existing one from Hexasports at a 

cost of £850.00  inc carriage exc VAT and to have it installed by WMDC at a cost of 

£650.00 exc VAT. 

ii to investigate obtaining a grant or sponsorship towards the cost. 

 

190. Environmental Improvements Working Party. 

1. Update on floral baskets and sponsorship. 

Sponsors have been obtained for nearly all the floral displays but the list of which 

lampposts are licensed is still awaited. 

Resolved  to note the report.  

 

2. To consider requesting an extra waste bin at the bus stop along Greenside. 
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 Resolved  to request Arriva to install a waste bin at the bus stop at the junction of 

Greenside and School Lane to replace the one that used to be there and, if this request 

is not successful, to ask WMDC to install a metal one. 

 

191. Tree Working Party -  to receive reports. 

Five trees have been planted on the Recreation Ground, one  at the terrace house end 

and four at the other end of the ground in line with the current trees. 

Because of the TPOs covering the trees where medium priority work is being organised, 

planning permission has been applied for and is awaited. 

Resolved to note the reports. 

 

192. To review the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting April 2014. 

 The draft minutes were circulated with the agenda in preparation for the Annual Parish 

Meeting on 21st April 2015. 

 Resolved to note the contents of the minutes. 

 

193. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk. 

 There were none. 

 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Judy Mackley, who is not standing for re-election at the 

forthcoming elections, for her eleven years' service on the Council.  

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 


