WALTON PARISH MEETING

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Village Hall, School Lane, Walton
on Tuesday 2 May 2019 at 7.30pm

Present: Councillor E Fairclough (Chair); approx. 4 Local Electors in addition to Councillors: J Carlon, P Lee, T
Saunders, C Wagstaff, S Leith, E Prince and C Pearson.

In attendance: Cllrs M Cummings, A Manifield, F Heptinstall (WDMC Councillors), Sgt Matt Jackson, PO
Craig Steele & the Clerk to the Council.

1. Apologies for absence received from H Massey, Sue Birkby and K Shaw (Walton Parish Council).

2. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 19th April 2018
Copies of the minutes of the meeting held on 19" April 2018 were circulated before the meeting
commenced. The meeting accepted the minutes as a true record, and they were signed by the Chair as
such.

3. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.
There were none.

4. Walton SAFE report.
Sgt Jackson confirmed the Parish Council deployed extra funds for policing within the community with
Police Officer Steele who participates within the scheme attending. Walton is fortunate not to have a
vast amount of crime. PO Steele undertakes patrols on his off-road bike and utilising intelligence to
patrol hotspots. A traffic Officer also patrols Common Lane and Chevet Lane. Recently a fire was
detected, and the alarm raised at a local site before it was established. Within the village, there are
minor reports of criminal damage, nuisance from youths and at times, thefts from vehicles.

Sgt Jackson explained the annual hourly figures worked and the types of crimes are shown on the
reports.

A resident queried whether it was reasonable for his wife who was home alone and disturbed a burglar
to wait 5 hours for the police to arrive. Sgt Jackson apologised and explained a police officer should
have responded within 15 minutes, but he was happy to follow this up as a complaint.

5. Chairman’s report on activities 2018/19.

This year’s report is to highlight the work the Parish Council undertake which is often unrecognised by
many. The biggest achievement is the installation of the new children’s playground after securing
sufficient additional funding. The project speared headed by Cllr Shaw and members of the working
party who deserve our thanks. A party will be held on Sunday 2™ June from 2 to 4pm once work is
completed.

A special thanks goes to the Ward Councillors for securing additional funding for the bid, the picnic
tables and the bins. They also helped with funding for the Brooklands play area.

The floral displays continue to help make our streets look attractive and a thanks to all our sponsors,
existing and new.

Another way to contribute id to donate a bench and we are undertaking a rolling programme to renew
old benches with new like the one opposite the Golf Club. For the end of WW1 centenary, a new
commemorative bench was purchased and sited next to the War Memorial and large lamppost poppies
to be displayed around the village in Remembrance week.

The Parish Hall has been freshly painted as our of our new project to upgrade the building. The
bathrooms will be refurbished this summer and CCTV fitted outside the hall for security purposes.
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Planning applications are continuously monitored by the Planning working party and the Parish Council
is included in discussions about Brook Farm and The Grove developments.

A programme of bulb planting id continuing following successful displays created by Cllrs Shaw and
Pearson along the School playing field on Shay Lane. Our thanks to them for their hard work.

The special relationship between the Parish council and WY Police continues with our contribution to
the Safe Scheme.

We welcomed a new Councillor Sheila Leith to our team and like the rest of us, she is dedicated to
safeguarding and promotion of the village.

We are fortunate to have the assistance of our three Ward Councillors and congratulate Cllr Maureen
Cummings on her recent re-election.

Finally, our Parish Clerk and caretaker work behind the scenes efficiently and quietly and we thank
them for that.

Financial Statements 2017/18 and 2018/19.

1.2017/18 Copies of the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31.03.18 were included in
circulated documents. These last two pages form part of the Annual Return in the format required by
Audit and Accounting Regulations. It was approved by the external auditor and was publicly displayed
as required last August. The figures are shown again in a different format in the Budget and Accounts
summary for the following year which are more meaningful.

2.2018/19  Copies of a Budget and Accounts Summary were circulated showing the actual figures for
2017/18, the budget for 2018/19, draft final figures for 2018/19 and the budget for 2019/20. The Clerk
noted a reduction in total payments in 2018/2019 and an increase in receipts causing a surplus to be
transferred into reserves due to receipt of CIL monies and funds ring-fenced for key projects. The
Council intends to apply this surplus to refurbish the playground equipment on the recreation ground
and the village hall which is reflected in the increased budget for 2019/20. Questions were invited but
none raised.

Observations from Parish Electors.

A resident enquired following the recent casual vacancy which had been filled by co-option. The
resident asked if there were any further vacancies and how an individual was able to join the Parish
Council. Cllr Saunders clarified there were 11 seats on the Parish Council and the Parish Council was
fortunate to have interest from the community. The Chair confirmed the vacancy was filled by co-
option following notices being displayed of the vacancy and a by-election not requested. The Parish
Council was permitted to do following this course if a by-election is not called.

Conclusion.
The Chair thanked those attending and concluded the meeting at 7.55 pm.
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