
WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st June 2010
Present:   Cllrs: T Bone (Chairman), G Glenn, S Loosemore, E Prince, K Shaw, N Sullivan.

In attendance: Cllrs: M Cummings, A Manifield (WMDC); PC D Laybourne and the Clerk to the Council.

021. To receive apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllrs: A Cottrell, S Birkby, E Fairclough, J Mackley, H Massey, & PS J Day.

022. To receive declarations of interest.

There were none.
023. To approve the minutes of the annual council meeting held on 4th May 2010. 


Resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 4th May without amendment as a correct record.

024. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included elsewhere on the agenda. 

(Ref min 09) An invitation to visit The Beck was sent to Graham West and a response awaited after his return from holiday.


(Ref Min 13) Cllr Glenn has agreed to be part of the Environmental Improvements Working Party.



(Ref Min 16) WMDC has been asked to attend to the items requiring attention on the playground and Jerry Harrington has been written to about replacing the Helter Skelter.

025. To note that the Clerk has been awarded a Pass in the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) qualification.


The Clerk was congratulated and presented with his certificate.
026. SAFE scheme and Police matters – To receive a report from PS Jonathan Day.


In PS Day’s absence, PC Laybourne reported that there had been 7 recorded incidents in May including burglary, damage, and theft.


PC Laybourne stressed that many incidents are preventable and items should not be left in cars and cars should not be left unlocked.


Several Councillors stated that there had been instances of people randomly trying to open car doors during the night.


22 hours were worked in the SAFE scheme, 20 by PC’s and 2 by PCSO’s. Motorists were monitored for speed along Shay Lane and PC Laybourne was asked to do this at the Greenside end of Shay Lane as well. 

Resolved to note the reports.

027. WMDC Ward Members- To receive a report from the District Councillors. 


Cllr Albert Manifield was welcomed to the meeting. 

Cllr Maureen Cummings reported that it has been a busy time post election and that Council Departments are being re-structured.


She is aware that cut backs are being scheduled, will find out whether Neighbourhood clean-ups will be continued and she has been informed that the Community Payback scheme involving the Probationary Service currently has capacity to take on more work. 

There is no news on the planning application at The Grove and WMDC await further discussions with the applicant before arranging a planning committee meeting.

Inspector Brear is now on maternity leave and Inspector Carlson, her replacement, is engaging with Parish Councils and reviewing the way PACT meetings are structured.


When asked about the dog fouling signs recently painted on the pathway through the Recreation Ground, she commented that the signs are designed to last only six weeks and that stencils and paint may be available from the District Council for painting to be carried out by the Parish Council.   Councillor Nigel Sullivan volunteered to paint some additional signs if the appropriate stencils could be obtained.

Cllr Cummings stated that certain areas of grass in the village owned by WDH, previously maintained by WMDC, would now be maintained by WDH itself and undertook to provide the Clerk with a map showing the areas concerned.
Resolved:  to note the reports and for the Clerk to contact WMDC to obtain dog fouling stencils and paint.
028. Finance – 
1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and income received May 2010. 

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling £3,358.95 and income received of £992.15.

The account balances at the end of May are:


Current a/c:
£7,054.78

Business Reserve a/c:
£25,808.55

Resolved to approve the financial statements and payments.

2. To consider the Clerk’s attendance at a Risk Assessment seminar at a cost of £30.00.

Resolved to pay for the Clerk’s attendance.
029. To consider correspondence received.

The Clerk drew attention to the number of requests for promoting services from various organisations and stated he usually put such leaflets out on display in the Main Hall.


Correspondence received after distribution of the Agenda (for information only):

Rural Action Yorkshire – invitation to become a member and newsletter ‘Country Air’.

Resolved to note the correspondence.
030. Planning Working Party - To consider planning applications validated and decided May 2010.

2 applications were validated and 4 decided since the last meeting.

Resolved to make no comment.
031. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party.

1. To consider painting and decorating of the Village Hall.

Three quotations for decorating each of the interior and the exterior of the Village Hall were considered. The current budget has £2,000 allocated for this project and the Clerk pointed out that there is £5,000 in reserves left over from the 2009/10 budget.
Resolved to allocate both interior and exterior contracts to Tony Dudley PDS at a total cost of £3,350.00.

2. The Clerk reported that the Rosemary Conlon Diet & Fitness group has ceased hiring of the Village Hall from end May.


Resolved to note the report.
032. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party.

1. To consider recommendations for work to improve the security around the Tennis Courts.

Following a report from the Police Architectural Liaison Officer, the Working Group has recommended reducing the height of the hedges around the Tennis Club area and for trimming the trunks of the conifers up to a height of 2m to provide visibility to the area.

Two quotations for carrying out the work have been received from Countrywide and Groundwork respectively.
Resolved:

i. to obtain a further quotation from Altofts, tree surgeons. 

ii. to delegate the Clerk to allocate the work to the cheaper of Countrywide’s quotation at  £1125.00 and that from Altofts.
2. To consider removal of a bench in the Recreation Ground alongside the boundary with The Stables.


Resolved to remove the bench in the Recreation Ground because of its poor condition.
033. Environmental Improvements Working Party.

1. To consider a report on the condition of the War Memorial.


The Clerk reported he had obtained information from WMDC’s Conservation Officer of websites offering advice on the protection of the plaques and their metal.  He showed photos of the condition of the plaques. 

He stated he has reported the condition of the flagstones around the memorial, which are uneven and need re-pointing, to WMDC asking for their assistance.


Resolved:

i. to monitor the condition of the plaques in the future.
ii. to check that the insurance policy covers the theft of the plaques.

2. To consider whether to apply for listing of the War Memorial.


The Clerk stated that the War Memorials Trust advocated the listing of buildings to provide legal protection from development that might affect the building. 


Resolved that because the War Memorial, and the land it is on, is owned by the Parish Council, no further action on listing is needed. 
3. To receive a report on the removal of litter along the Trans Pennine Trail.


The Clerk reported a conversation with Virginia Moulton, Public Rights of Way Manager, who said she is responsible for the Trans Pennine Trail. There is no budget for cleaning it up. She will ask the Rangers – Friends of the Trail - to see whether they can incorporate a clean-up in their work. If the Parish Council wishes to organise a litter pick, then she is happy to do the liaison work arranging insurance etc.

Litter dumped in the canal itself would be best investigated in the autumn when there is less undergrowth and it can be dealt with accordingly.


Resolved to note the report and investigate the use of Community Payback for litter picking.
034. To review progress towards producing a Parish Plan.


Cllr Glenn reported that the Steering Group had dwindled somewhat, but he had put together a preliminary document which he circulated amongst those present and which he will send to those absent. He suggested that input is required from all ages and all organisations and businesses associated with the village. A possible timescale is to issue the draft to all households in the village in the autumn and then print the final document in spring 2011.

Resolved to agree to Cllr Glenn approaching groups and organisations in the village to make them aware of the project and to seek suggestions from them.

035. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk.

1. Dumping of rubble at night in a field off The Balk.

Cllr Sullivan has investigated the complaint from a resident and reported that approximately 300 tons of waste products were delivered over a period onto the field in The Balk. The material is waste paper and has a content of lime. The material is biodegradeable and will be dug into the field leaving the lime. No more deliveries are expected.

Resolved to note the report. 
2. Request for facilities in the Village. 

The Clerk reported receiving a request for leisure activities to be organised in the village including indoor and outdoor bowling and further allotments.
Resolved to note the request and for the Clerk to respond appropriately.
036. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  s 1(2).


Resolved:

i. in view of the confidential nature of the business, to exclude Press and Public to consider rental terms with Walton Tennis Club.
ii. to continue seeking legal advice on the subject.
Meeting closed: 9.07 pm
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