
WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th April 2010
Present:   Cllrs: T Bone (Chairman);  A Cottrell; E Fairclough; G Glenn; S Loosemore; 

J Mackley;  K Shaw; N Sullivan.

In attendance: PC Colin Daley; Jerry Harrington & the Clerk to the Council.

207. To receive apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllrs: S Birkby; H Massey; E Prince; M Cummings (WMDC); S Lodge (WMDC) and PS J Day.

208. To receive declarations of interest.


There were none.
209. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2010. 


Resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 2nd March 2010 without amendment.


The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

210. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included elsewhere on the Agenda. 


(Ref Min 194.ii) Graham West has accepted the invitation to attend the May meeting.


(Ref Min 201.4) Shay Lane has been partially re-surfaced from the roundabout with School Lane to The Grove.

211. SAFE scheme and Police matters– To receive a report from PS Jonathan Day.


In the absence of PS Day, PC Daley reported that there were 4 recorded incidents in the month involving damage to a motor vehicle; damage to a bird hide and to a caravan; and theft of a vehicle.


PC Daley said that Inspector David Farr is taking over from Inspector Helen Brear and that manpower is being allocated to the SAFE scheme as efficiently as possible.

Resolved to note the report.
212. WMDC Ward Members- 

1. To receive a report from the District Councillors. 


There was no report.
213. To consider ideas and proposals from Jerry Harrington about providing facilities for young people.


Jerry Harrington, WMDC Development & Engagement Manager, up dated the meeting on proposals for a skate park in Walton:  The Jubilee Field was the first site suggested but on assessment was found to be too isolated. A second site at Brooklands was deemed unsuitable. A third site at the Community Centre was suggested and this site has been assessed and looks feasible. Further discussions with the Community Centre trustees are proposed after which Planning Permission will be sought. If this is granted, then funding will be applied for.

Resolved to note the report.
214. Finance – 

1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and income received March 2010. 


The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling £4,349.83; and income received of £3,374.51 including a VAT reclaim for the period 01.03.09 to 28.02.10. In addition, there is a further receipt of £3.08 interest.

Resolved to approve the financial statements and payments.

2. To receive a draft Budget Monitor for the year 2009/10.
The Clerk presented a Budget Monitor for the year 2009/10 showing the draft figures for 2009/10 against budget, against actual figures for 2008/9, against the forecast figures used in preparing the Budget for 2010/11; and the Budget for 2010/11. The Funds position for the year end was also shown.


The draft shows receipts exceed expenditure by £4,937.  The reasons this is better than budgeted and forecasted are: only 70% of the refurbishment of the village seats has been completed and charged for; work to the Tennis Pavilion has not been invoiced in 2009/2010; and there is the benefit of a discount on insurance for a 3 year agreement. In addition, revenue from hirings was better than forecast.


Resolved to receive the budget monitor.

3. To consider the phasing of payments to the SAFE scheme for 2010/11.


Resolved to plan payments as follows:  £2500 immediately; £2500 beginning July ; £2500 beginning October  and  £500 beginning January.
4. To consider renewal of the waste contract with WMDC £77.00 rental + £299.52 collection (last year £75 + £256.10).

Resolved:
i. to renew the WMDC waste contract.

ii. to renew the subscription to YLCA of £649.00  (last year £564).
5. To re-confirm the appointment of the internal auditor for 2009/10 and 2010/2011.


Resolved to reconfirm Yorkshire Internal Audit Services as Internal Auditor for 2009/10 and 2010/2011.
6. To consider the draft Terms of Reference of Internal Audit.

Draft Terms of reference were circulated with the Agenda.

Resolved to adopt the Terms of Reference.
7. To consider the Internal Audit Plan.


An Internal Audit Plan was circulated with the Agenda.

Resolved to approve the Internal Audit Plan.

8. To consider the Risk Management Review Plan.


A Risk Management Review Plan was circulated with the Agenda.


Resolved:

i. to accept the Plan.

ii. that Cllr Mackley will assess the War Memorial as soon as possible.
9. To consider the draft Statement of Internal Controls.


A draft Statement of Internal Controls was circulated with the Agenda.

Resolved to approve the Statement of Internal Controls.
10. To consider the process of conducting the reviews of the effectiveness of the system of Internal Control and Internal Audit.


Resolved that Cllrs Cottrell, Shaw and Sullivan meet with the Clerk to conduct the reviews before the May meeting.
215. To consider correspondence received.


Correspondence received after the distribution of the Agenda for information:

1. WMDC & NACRO notification of funding for Targeted Youth Support.
2. NALC - Conference and Exhibition 09.09.10 at The Royal York Hotel, York.
3. Zurich Insurance – one day seminar on Risk Management 23.06.10 at South Kirkby   at a cost for non members of £60.00.
4. YLCA - Councillor Training Skills Course 24.04.10 at Ryhill & Havercroft Skills Centre. 

5. Dept for Communities and Local Government – notification that 100% business rate relief will operate for a year from 1st October 2010 for premises of rateable value less than £6,000. (Village Hall rateable value £5,400).


Resolved to note the correspondence.
216. Planning Working Party.

1. To consider planning applications validated and decided March 2010. 

3 applications were validated and 1 decided.
Resolved to make no comments.

2. To consider the result of the appeal on application 09/00140/FUL at the former Junior School site.


The Clerk reported that no further application has been received since the Appeal was turned down. There was discussion as to whether contact should be made with the applicant or his agent.

Resolved to note the report and not to contact the applicant.
3. To receive an update on application 09/01762/OUT at The Grove. 


The Clerk reported that a report from WMDC Family Services is still awaited by the Planning Officer and no date has yet been set for a Planning Committee to consider the application.

Resolved to note the report.
217. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party.

1. To consider the implications of closing the Village Hall during the August period.


The Clerk advised that he had agreed a two week period of holidays with the Caretaker from Saturday  31st July to Friday 13th August inclusive. 


Resolved that the Village Hall would remain closed and unavailable for hire in this period.

2. To receive an update on the risk assessment of Coronation Cottage.

The Clerk reported that he and Cllr Massey had met with Paul Readman and agreed a list of work that he needed to action with deadline dates.


Other matters arising from the Risk Assessment were also discussed.


Resolved:
i. to circulate the list of work to Councillors. 

ii. To arrange PAT testing of all appliances in the Cottage when an electrician is next called upon.

iii. to investigate the cost of renting or buying a de-humidifier.

iv. to purchase a Fire Blanket for the kitchen.
v. to consider testing of the electrical installation.
3. The Clerk reported that the trial period for the Martial Arts Group’s storage container completed in the next week.
Resolved that the trial was considered successful and to continue the arrangement.
4. The Clerk reported that the Friends of Walton Nature Reserve will have hired the Hall on four occasions with their next booking in June.
Resolved that the Friends Group should be classed as regular hirers and should receive the appropriate discounted rates.

218. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party.

The Clerk reported that WMDC have completed the Playground Inspection and a report is imminent.

He also reported receiving a quote from Countrywide of £1450 for maintenance of the Recreation Ground. 

Resolved:
i. to note the reports

ii. to renew the maintenance contract of the Recreation Ground with WMDC.
219. Environmental Improvements Working Party.


The Clerk reported contacting WMDC to request a replacement litter bin at the bus stop on Oakenshaw Lane opposite School Lane. The District Council has limited resources, and is not installing any more bins. However, it is doing a survey of the 3500 bins in the District to decide whether they are in the most effective position and will consider the request amongst the other locations.


Resolved to note the report.
220. To review the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting April 2009.


Resolved to note the minutes.
221. To review progress towards producing a Parish Plan.


Cllr Glenn reported that he is working on a preliminary document and that although consultation is required he feels organising a meeting at this juncture is not effective. He suggested that once drawn up, the draft Plan be delivered to every household in the village and feedback requested.

Resolved:
i. that Cllr Glenn talk about the Plan at the Annual Parish Meeting.
ii. that Cllr Glenn produce a draft for circulation to Councillors and consideration at the June meeting.
222. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk.


The Clerk reported that the sign for Footpath No 3  located on Shay Lane pointing towards the Golf Course has gone missing.  In addition, the nearby fields have been taped off restricting access.


Resolved that Cllr Shaw investigate further and provide the Clerk with information to report to WMDC.

223. To receive an update on the situation with the Tennis Club.

Notes of a meeting with the Tennis Club on 11th March were circulated with the Agenda and subsequent correspondence received was also circulated.


Resolved to seek further advice regarding the lease.

Meeting closed at 9.10pm
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