



WALTON PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Village Hall, School Lane, Walton

on Tuesday 21st April 2009 at 7.30pm    

Present:  Councillor T Bone (Chairman);  approx 30 Local Electors including:  Cllrs: S Birkby,  A Cottrell, E Fairclough, S Loosemore, J Mackley, E 
Prince, K Shaw, & D Spedding.
In attendance: Cllr H Massey (Walton PC);  
Inspector Helen Brear;  PC Colin Daley;  Sgt Phillipa Wright; PC Eddie Davis (WYPA); Cllrs M Cummings and S Lodge (WMDC) &  the Clerk to the Council.
1.

Apologies for absence received from:  Cllr N Sullivan.
2.       To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 29th April 2008.

Copies of the minutes of the meeting held on 29th April 2008 were circulated before the meeting commenced. 

The meeting accepted the minutes as a true record, and they were signed by the Chairman as such.
3.
Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting

There were none.
4.
Chairman’s report on activities 2008/2009



The Chairman presented his report, copies of which were distributed before the meeting commenced. 


He thanked the Parish Councillors, the Ward Councillors and the Clerk for their work for the Parish, and sent good wishes to Cllr Graham Isherwood, who has been unavailable through illness for most of the year.


The Chairman’s report covered the following activities and issues which took place in the year:


The resignation of Jonathan Slater and appointment of Helen Massey to the Parish Council.


The problems of anti-social behaviour and how the Parish Council, by contributing to the SAFE scheme, is addressing the problem together with the Police.


The demolition of the former Junior School, which the Parish Council supported because of rapid deterioration in the building; the removal of trees from the site despite the endeavours of the Parish Council to place TPO’s; and the subsequent revised planning application to which the Parish Council lodged an objection following a public information meeting. The application is currently being delayed by a technicality and further news is awaited.

The aftermath of the flooding of Drain Beck which has now been cleared of debris.


Highways issues such as: the resurfacing of Shay Lane; measures to prevent parking along The Grove by parents of the school’s pupils; and speeding through the village.


The introduction of a Parish Council website to help communications between the Parish Council and its electors.


The introduction of floral displays on 25 lampposts in the summer months and placing of three planters in the Village.


Litter problems and the use of probationary workers to regularly clear up areas of the Village and along footpaths.


Upgrading of Walton Nature Park to a Nature Reserve.


The good use being made of the Village Hall.


The wish to initiate a Parish Plan in order to provide a framework for the future development of the needs of the Village.

5.

Financial Statements 2007/2008 and 2008/2009.



i) 2007/8    


Copies of the Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2008 were circulated before the meeting began. This page forms part of the Annual Return required by Audit and Accounting Regulations, was approved by the external auditor, and was displayed as required last October.





A copy of the Parish Accounts for the year ending 2007/8 was made available for inspection.


ii) 2007/8 & 2008/9    


Copies of a Budget Monitor were circulated. This showed in summary the actual figures for 2007/8; the budget for 2008/9, the figures for 2008/9 and the budget for 2009/10.



The Clerk showed how the figures related to one another by year and the resultant cash funds of the Parish at the end of the year against a target for reserves of half the precept.
 6.

Report by PC Colin Daley on the operation of the SAFE scheme.



PC Colin Daley presented and distributed his annual report on the management of the Walton SAFE scheme.


He reported a decrease in the number of reported incidents from 108 in 2007/8 to 95 in 2008/9. 



He urged residents to support the police by reporting suspicious people, vehicles and incidents.



In answer to the question what the 95 occurrences were, PC Daley said that a breakdown is given each month to the Parish Council and a copy is displayed on the Parish Council website. A comprehensive report will be provided for next year’s Annual Meeting.
7. 

Address by Inspector Helen Brear



Inspector Brear introduced herself and described her career to date. Her style is one of zero tolerance and she undertakes to deal with any problems promptly with the help of relevant people or agencies and is committed to getting things done.

Inspector Brear is trying to engage with residents, and she favours proactive policing using the eyes and ears of the residents and using high visibility patrols as well as plain clothes police.


She introduced members of her Neighbourhood Police Team and stated she is striving to make her team the best performing in Wakefield.


She recognises that key times for patrolling are Friday and Saturday evenings and has already used warning letters and confiscating alcohol to combat anti-social behaviour, and has issued fixed penalty notices and used speed monitors to combat speeding through the village.


Inspector Brear oversees all SAFE schemes throughout Wakefield and is determined that residents get good value for their money. Only officers who produce returns from SAFE scheme duties remain on the scheme list.

In answer to a question about the repeated accidents happening at the bend in School Lane, Inspector Brear said she has put in an objection to the planning application and explained that there is a different methodology between WMDC and the Police which she is trying to bridge.


Answering a question on whether a ban on alcohol in the Recreation Ground would help the situation of anti-social behaviour, Inspector Brear explained that police already have powers under the Crime and Disorder Act, and although Wakefield operates exclusion zones, these tend to be in city centres because in rural areas they adversely influence property prices.

In answer to questions of whether the problem has moved from Crofton to Walton and where alcohol is being obtained, Inspector Brear commented that the youths seemed to be coming from Kettlethorpe and Crigglestone. In general, alcohol was not being supplied from off licences, nor from travelling vans, but often came from parents unwilling to take on their responsibilities.


Inspector Brear concluded by asking residents to report all issues even if minor and to attend meetings organised by the police.
8. 
Observations from Parish Electors.


 
Congratulations were expressed on the setting up, and the condition, of the Nature Reserve.

There seems to be a concentration on Shay Lane for speeding problems, but speeding along Oakenshaw Lane 

is also a problem as are heavy lorries.

Parking along The Grove continues to be a problem and the concern is that emergency vehicles will be blocked from reaching the many elderly people living at the top end of the road when needed.

It was pointed out that putting boulders on the verges or laying down waste bins to try and prevent parking would constitute obstructions as far as WMDC Highways are concerned.


Inspector Brear agreed to target The Grove during school pick up times at mornings, lunchtimes and afternoons and the Chairman undertook to consider arranging a survey of views of the residents of The Grove to come up with solutions.


Complaints about noise, late night lighting, and unacceptable behaviour at the Primary School playground were raised and Councillor Cummings confirmed that, despite rumours to the contrary, Mrs Nash had not  given permission for the playground to be used out of school hours.

9.
Conclusion.

The Chairman thanked those attending and concluded the meeting at 8.50pm by inviting residents to read notices displayed in the Hall about the Parish Plan and to give their names to Councillors Birkby, Mackley or to the Clerk if they wished to help.
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