WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 6th May 2008

Present:   Cllrs: S Birkby; T Bone; E Fairclough;  S Loosemore; J Mackley; K Shaw; J Slater; D Spedding; N Sullivan.

In attendance: M Cummings (WMDC); the Clerk to the Council & 4 members of the public.

01. To elect the Chair.



Resolved: to elect Councillor Terry Bone as Chair.



Councillor Bone signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. He expressed his appreciation to Councillor Shaw for his Chairmanship in the previous year.

02. To elect the Vice Chair


Resolved: to elect Councillor Susan Birkby as Vice-chair.

03. To receive apologies for absence.



Apologies were received from Cllrs A Cottrell; E Prince; G Isherwood (WMDC).

04. To receive declarations of interest.


There were none declared at this point in the meeting.

05. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th April 2008  

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 8th April  2008 were approved without amendment and signed by the Chair as a correct record.

06. To consider matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting (not included elsewhere on the agenda)


There were none.

07. SAFE scheme 


In PC Daley’s absence, no report was received.

08. WMDC Ward Members-Update


WMDC Cllr Cummings reported as follows:


Albert Manifield, who was not re-elected on 1st May, sent his good wishes.


Resolved: to send a letter of thanks and best wishes for Albert Manifield’s support of the Parish Council over the previous four years.


Cllr Graham Isherwood is on the mend but it is a slow process.


There is a Police Neighbourhood meeting at Crofton on 21st May and in Walton on 10th June.


Security at the New School- Pictures of youths on the roof have been sent to Elaine McHale, WMDC Corporate Director (Family Services).


Disrepair at 23, School Lane- Cllr Cummings has involved David Jennison, WMDC Operations Manager of Housing and Public Protection Service.


Resolved:  to note the report.

09. To appoint Parish Council representatives to outside bodies.


Resolved: to make the following appointments:

i. Barnsley Canals Consortium  -  Cllr Spedding

ii. Normanton & Wakefield Road Safety Committee – hold till next meeting

iii. Sandal Charities – Cllr Fairclough

iv. Town & Parish Council Liaison Group – Cllr Loosemore

v. VOX - area meetings: Cllr Spedding; local meetings: Cllrs Birkby & Spedding

vi. Walton Community Centre – hold till next meeting

vii. West Yorkshire Police – Cllr Fairclough

viii. West Yorkshire Rural Transport Partnership – Cllr Spedding

010. To appoint Chairs of working parties.


Resolved: to make the following appointments:
i. Buildings – Cllr Shaw & K G-Armytage

ii. Environmental Improvements – Cllr Bone

iii. Footpaths – Cllrs Bone & Mackley

iv. Playground – Cllr Birkby

v. Recreation fields – Cllr Birkby

vi. Newsletter – Cllr Spedding (as part of the website).

vii. Website – Cllr Spedding
011. To receive a report from Inspector Karen Bailes on the operation of the SAFE scheme.


Inspector Bailes reported as follows:


The Neighbourhood Police Team now operates in the locality with the emphasis on prevention rather than response.


Inspector Bailes manages the 5 SAFE schemes in the area and will ensure PC Daley links into the Neighbourhood Team by giving the team access to his briefing package from the Parish Council.


Whilst the Neighbourhood Teams are directed to respond on an area basis, SAFE scheme officers are only deployed in the Parish.


It is Inspector Bailes’ responsibility to ensure the hours paid for by Walton are appropriately allocated.


The recording system has been improved since March so that errors in recording the time worked are minimised.


Carry-over hours from previous years could be used up by policing any special events in the village.


Inspector Bailes noted the request for feedback on intelligence given to the police although this could not be on a personal basis for everyone’s protection.


Pictures or details about under 18 offenders is strictly controlled.


Local notices about drinking are the responsibility of the District Council to issue, but once in force, no drinking, even for social events is permitted.


Resolved: to express the Council’s thanks to Inspector Bailes for accepting the invitation to the meeting and to note the report.

012. Finance-


1. To approve accounts paid and income received April  2008.

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to Minutes) of accounts paid totalling £3,027.65 and income received of £16,492.00. 


Resolved: to approve the financial statements and payments.


2. To receive the report of the Internal Auditor.


The Clerk read out the report of the Internal Auditor.


Resolved: to accept the report.

3. To approve the Parish Annual Accounts for the year 2007/8.


Resolved: to approve the Annual Accounts. 


The Chairman and Clerk signed 2 copies of the Accounts.

4. To approve the Statement of Accounts in the Annual Return.


Resolved: to approve the Statement of Accounts. 


The Chairman and Clerk signed the Statement of Accounts.

5. To confirm agreement to the eight statements for the Annual Governance Statement.


Resolved: to agree the eight statements in the Annual Governance Statement. 


The Chairman and Clerk signed the Annual Governance Statement.

6. To confirm Bank Signatories


Resolved: that the existing signatories continue as cheque signatories. These are;



1 Councillor Bone



2 Councillor Fairclough



3 Councillor Shaw

013. To note Correspondence 

The Clerk submitted and reported on the following documents:

1. WMDC – Drainage & Environmental Engineering Group – Draft flood mitigation strategy for Oakenshaw Beck for consultation. 
2. YLCA – notification of a conference for Parish Councils and Rural Communities about how to adapt to Climate Change 13.05.07 to be held in Fitzwilliam.

3. WMDC – notification and agenda of Council meeting 16.04.08; minutes of meeting held 19.03.08 and reports.

4. YLCA – Questionnaire for Parish Councils on structure of branch membership which has been in place since 1974.

Resolved: that the Clerk respond as appropriate.
5. YLCA – Yorkshire & Humberside Assembly Digest.

6. WMDC – Mayor’s Office – invitation by Mayoress to an ‘At Home’ on 07.05.08.

7. West Yorkshire NHS – comments received so far concerning application for a pharmacy in Walton – 6 objections; 1 in favour.


8. WMDC – Town & Parish Council Liaison Group – notification and agenda of meeting 17.04.08 & minutes of meeting 13.01.08.

9. SLCC – notification of Regional Conference for Clerks & Councillors – 12.06.08 in Harrogate - £45 per delegate.

Resolved: that the Clerk be supported to attend.

10. NALC Invitation to subscribe to LCR (formerly known as Local Council Review) 

11. West Yorkshire Police – schedule of SAFE scheme application of funds 2007/8. 
12. Amey Infrastructure Services  Street Lighting agreement to licence application for hanging baskets.
13. Barnsley Canals Consortium – notification and agenda for meeting 12th May & minutes of meeting held 10.03.08.

14. WMDC-  Constitution & Standards Manager – proposed charter between WMDC & Parish Councils.

15. WMDC- Highways Traffic Technician – agreement to remove redundant signage associated with former Junior School.

16. Christine Mason – copy of letter of objection to Planning Department for application at 78, Oakenshaw Lane.

17. Yorkshire Internal Audit -  report of internal audit. 

18. WMDC – Highways Dept – response to invitation to attend Parish Council meeting concerning speed limits.
19. Rachel Shillito – copy of letter sent to Head of Walton Primary School concerning traffic issues in the vicinity of the Primary School.


Police Officers have monitored the situation in the morning, and Inspector Bailes will arrange for a monitoring in the afternoon.

Received after agenda distribution for information only:
20. YRCC - Annual Rural Communities Buildings conference Sheffield 17.05.08.
21. YLCA seeking nominations for  WMDC standards Committee.
22. Coalfields Regeneration Trust acceptance of Monitoring Report.
23. WMDC Mayor’s Office – Invitation to Mayor’s Civic Parade and Service 07.06.08.

014. Planning Applications.

1. To review applications validated and decided April 2008.


6 applications were validated and 2 decided in the period. 


Councillor Birkby declared an interest in application 08/00843/FUL.


Resolved: for an objection to be lodged on application 08/00843/FUL at 78, Oakenshaw Lane on the grounds that:


a) Whilst this application is more in keeping with the character of the area than the previous application (07/00073/ful), the Council feels that the current application still does not sufficiently improve the character and quality of the area.


b) the density of the development does not maintain the sense of openness of the area and is an overdevelopment of the site.


c) the pressure on on-street parking will lead to a detrimental impact upon Highway safety.


Resolved: that application 08/00956/FUL at 51, School Lane be investigated further by Cllrs Fairclough & Spedding and an objection made before the expiry date on appropriate grounds.

2. To review a Public meeting with Savills concerning the former Junior School.


The Public meeting with Savills (22.04.08), and the comments received at the Annual Parish Meeting (29.04.08) indicate there is strong feeling against the current planning application.



Resolved that: 

i. once the application is validated, a meeting is arranged for electors.

ii. the plans are obtained, and made ready for exhibiting at the meeting.

iii. the meeting is well publicised.

iv. notification of the meeting is sent to those who gave their addresses.

v. material considerations relating to the application be prepared and made available.

015. To note the response from Bob Whyatt of WMDC Highways Dept regarding the invitation to attend a meeting of the Parish Council.


Subsequent to the correspondence circulated with the Agenda, more information has been received in which Mr Whyatt states that a 20mph speed limit is proposed for introduction along Shay Lane from the mini roundabout at Cherry Tree Road to School Lane. He also states there is an intention to introduce a 40mph speed limit on Shay Lane between Crofton and Walton. 


Resolved: to advise Mr Whyatt that on the basis that a 20mph speed limit is proposed for introduction along Shay Lane by the end of the year, his presence at the June Council meeting is not expected.

016. To receive Working Party Reports:


1. Buildings


Resolved: that Cllr Loosemore will investigate the need for, and cost of, replacement crockery in the Village Hall.

2. Recreation & Playgrounds


The bearing on the roundabout still needs attention.


The netball post in the playground has been identified in a recent risk assessment.


Access to the site of the former School building from the Recreation area is open and causes concern.


Resolved that: 

i. the Clerk chase up maintenance of the roundabout.

ii. the Clerk contact Savills about restricting access to the former school site.


3. Footpaths


A report has been received about flooding of a footpath at the back of Walton Hall.


Resolved: that Cllr Bone will follow up with the Public Rights of Way Manager.


4. Environmental Improvements


Floral displays - 14 sponsors have been invoiced to date and 5 have already paid.


More sponsors are in the pipeline.

Use of the Jubilee Field – Four Stables have been written to requesting their riders do not go on the Jubilee Field. The Council has been thanked for taking prompt action.


Ideas for obtaining rent for the Jubilee Field were discussed, and further investigation will take place.


Resolved: to note the reports.

017. To review the Annual Parish Meeting and agree action on communication with electors.



The views of electors at the Annual Parish Meeting were discussed earlier in the meeting (see min 14.2).


Resolved: to discuss a Parish Plan at a future meeting.


18. Risk Management Review


Various Risk Management assessments have now been carried out.


Resolved: the Clerk to summarise points of concern for the next meeting.

19. To receive a report on a Charter between WMDC & Parish Councils for consultation.


Resolved: the Clerk to prepare a structured discussion for the next meeting.

20. To receive a report on the flood prevention in the area for consultation.


Resolved: the Clerk to prepare a structured discussion for the next meeting.
21. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk.


There were none.

22. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960


Resolved:  to request Press and Public to leave the meeting to discuss a confidential matter related to Human Resources.


Resolved: to note that Contracts of Employment and Statements of Particulars are now in place.

Future Parish Council Meetings at 7.00pm:


Tuesday 3rd June 2008


Tuesday 1st July 2008


Tuesday 2nd September 2008


Tuesday 7th October 2008


Tuesday 4th November 2008


Tuesday 2nd December 2008
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