
WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th July  2010
Present:   Cllrs:  E Fairclough, G Glenn, S Loosemore, J Mackley, H Massey, E Prince, K Shaw, N Sullivan.

In attendance: Cllrs: M Cummings, S Lodge (WMDC); PS J Day, and the Clerk to the Council.

37. Election of Chairman for the meeting.


In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council, it was resolved to elect Cllr E Fairclough as Chairman of the meeting.

38. To receive apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Cllrs: S Birkby, T Bone, A Cottrell & A Manifield (WMDC).
39. To receive declarations of interest.

Cllrs Fairclough and Massey both declared an interest in Agenda item 9.1 because the applicant and agent for the application at 38 School Lane are known to them. 
40. To approve the minutes of the council meeting held on 1st June 2010.

Resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 1st June without amendment as a correct record. 
41. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included elsewhere on the agenda. 

(Ref min 27) The Clerk contacted WMDC to supply dog fouling stencils but, unfortunately, they do not have enough spare stencils to give out and they have significant concerns about the use of the spray paint and cannot allow members of the public to put down spray signage.
42. PS Day sent apologies for his late arrival and it was resolved to delay the agenda item SAFE scheme and Police matters until later in the meeting. 
43. WMDC Ward Members- To receive a report from the District Councillors. 

Cllr Cummings reported that she had sent to the Clerk maps showing areas of responsibility for land in the village owned by WDH & WMDC.

She reported that Cllr Manifield was attending a PACT meeting in Havercroft, and that the time and place of recent PACT meetings had been changed at short notice. She intends meeting with the police to sort this out for the future.

The Planning Committee meeting to discuss the application at The Grove is likely to be on 5th August and she is prepared to be present at the site visit before the meeting. She will inform the Clerk of the date and time of the site visit so that it can be publicised and support gathered.


Cllr Lodge informed the meeting that she had been approached by a resident about a request for allotments in the village and had attended a meeting with S Slade, WMDC Allotments Officer, who had advised that the request should be pursued with the Parish Council. She gave the meeting a list of seven names of people who are resident in the village and who wish to have an allotment. The nearest WMDC allotments are in Agbrigg.

Resolved to note the reports.
44. Finance – 
1. To approve accounts to be paid, already paid under delegated powers and income received June 2010.

The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling £1,322.15 and income received of £2,326.45.


The account balances at the end of June are:


Current a/c:
£6,211.56


Business Reserve a/c:
£25,811.32


Resolved to approve the financial statements and payments.

2. To consider renewal of the contract for the supply of electricity.


The Clerk stated that the contract for electricity, currently with EDF, expires in September, and that notice needs to be given to cancel it. He circulated offers obtained through a comparison helpline.

Resolved to remain with EDF on a one year contract.
45. To consider correspondence received.
1. To consider correspondence regarding the provision of a bowling green and allotments.
A letter from a resident in reply to the Clerk’s response to her letter (ref min 35.2) about allotment provision in the village was circulated with the agenda. A letter from Jon Trickett MP was also received seeking information on the same topic.

Resolved:

i. to note the receipt of a request for allotments from seven residents.

ii. that the Clerk circulate advice from YLCA on allotment provision to members of the Parish Council. 

iii. that the Clerk contact the WMDC Allotment Officer to get more information on the local situation.
iv. that the Chairman and Clerk investigate the legislation, background and feasibility of allotment provision and report back to the Council.

v. that the Clerk reply to Jon Trickett that the Parish Council are taking action to consider the situation. 
2. To consider any contribution to the Wakefield Street Design Guide.

WMDC is seeking views for the preparation of its Street Design Guide which will set out guidelines for developers, architects and planners when preparing planning schemes.

Resolved that Cllrs A Cottrell and H Massey inform the Clerk of any comments to contribute.
3. To consider an invitation to Pontefract commemorative celebrations on 28th July.
Resolved to note the invitation with appreciation but to decline it.

Correspondence received after distribution of the Agenda (for information only):


YLCA – Election for a replacement Parish Representative to WMDC Standards Committee. Six candidates are nominated.

YLCA – Training conference for Councillors & Clerks 24-26.09.10 at Scarborough.


WMDC – copy of Councillor Handbook regarding 2011 census being held on Sunday 27.03.11.


Resolved to note the correspondence.
46. Planning Working Party.

1. To consider planning applications validated and decided June 2010.

There were 5 applications validated and 5 applications decided since the last meeting.

Resolved: 

i. to note that the Parish Council has an interest in the application at 38 School Lane as the applicant is known to the Council and the land is adjacent to land owned by the Council.
ii. to make no comment on any of the applications.
2. To consider any action required before WMDC Planning Committee discusses application 09/01762/OUT at The Grove at its meeting on 5th August.

Resolved to publicise and circulate information about the site visit when the time and date are known.
3. To consider what action to take on any planning applications during the July/ August period.

Resolved to call a special meeting to consider the potential application for the former Junior School if it is validated and comments are required before the next regular Parish Council meeting and similarly for any other application of significance.
47. SAFE scheme and Police matters – To receive a report from PS Jonathan Day.

PS Day circulated his report showing 9 reported crimes involving burglary, theft and damage and 6 anti-social behaviour calls.

24 hours was worked under the SAFE scheme in June, 18 hours by PC’s and 6 hours by PCSO’s.

Resolved to note the report.

48. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party.

1. To consider purchasing a replacement noticeboard for the Village Hall.

Resolved: 

i. the Clerk check no planning restrictions apply.
ii. that Ron Cooper is asked to supply, for the September meeting, a drawing and costing for a notice board two thirds enclosed in vandal proof glass and one third open to allow members of the public to affix notices themselves.
49. Recreation & Playgrounds Working Party.
1. To consider further recommendations from the Police Architectural Liaison Officer for work to improve the security in the Recreation Ground and around the Tennis Courts.
Resolved: 
i. to note that the work done in reducing the height of the hedges and trimming between the trunks has given a clear view of the tennis court area.

ii. not to take any further action for the moment.
2. To consider courses of action during the Groundsman’s holiday.

Resolved to accept Cllr Shaw’s offer to clear the Recreation Ground of litter during the Groundsman’s holiday.
3. Request by Walton FC to use the Recreation Ground for 2010/11 season.
Resolved:
i. to allow Walton FC to use the football pitch under the same conditions as before.
ii. to ask the teams to paint the goalposts.
iii. not to agree to a request from a team from the Foresters Arms, Barnsley Road,  to use the pitch regularly on a Sunday.

50. Environmental Improvements Working Party.

1. To receive an update on support for the floral displays.

The Clerk reported that 19 invoices have been raised for support of the floral baskets of which 13 have been paid.

The Clerk reminded the Council it had agreed at its meeting in June 2009 (ref min 34.4.ii) to buy plants for village planting at Walton Flower Show plant stalls.


Resolved:

i. to chase First Impressions to put up the new plaques and alter others.
ii. to arrange to remove the election poster on the lamppost on School Lane.
iii. that Cllr Shaw be allowed up to £25 to spend on plants for the tubs at the War Memorial and the Millennium area.
2. To consider a report on the visit by Graham West to Drain Beck.

Resolved that the Clerk contact WMDC to point out the possibility of blockage at the culvert downstream of Shay Lane which caused the previous flooding at Elmwood Avenue.
3. Update on Village Seats.

The Clerk reported that Ron Cooper has completed refurbishment of all the seats. The ‘Bramley’  bench has yet to be refurbished.
Resolved to note the report and for Cllr Fairclough to remind the Bramley family of their undertaking to deal with that seat.
51. To review progress towards producing a Parish Plan.

Cllr Glenn reported that no further work on the draft has taken place but invitations to contribute have been sent to involved groups.

Resolved to note the report.
52. To consider a report on Model Standing Orders for Local Councils.

Resolved that Cllrs Bone, Shaw and Sullivan work with the Clerk to make recommendations to Council for changes to the Council’s Standing Orders.
53. To consider a report on Public Participation sessions for the Parish Council.

Resolved: 

i. that a Public Participation session be included as a regular agenda item of meetings.
ii. that Cllrs Bone, Shaw and Sullivan work with the Clerk to make recommendations to Council for the format of such a session as part of the review of Standing Orders.
54. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk.

Concern was expressed to protect the status of the Recreation Ground. A local Parish Council has done so by creating a ‘Village Green’.

Resolved that the Clerk report on possible courses of action.
55. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  s 1(2).


In view of the confidential nature of the business concerned, to resolve to exclude Press and Public: 
1. to consider rental terms with Walton Tennis Club.

Resolved to continue with seeking legal advice.
2. to approve minutes of earlier decisions by Council with the Press and Public excluded.

Resolved to approve the minutes.
3. to receive a report of work being done in Coronation Cottage.


Resolved to note that the work has been completed satisfactorily and that the situation will be reviewed annually.

Meeting closed: 9.08 pm
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