
WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 4th May  2010
Present:   Cllrs: S Birkby, T Bone, A Cottrell, E Fairclough,  S Loosemore, J Mackley, H Massey,

E Prince, K Shaw, N Sullivan.

In attendance: Cllr: M Cummings (WMDC); PS Jonathan Day & the Clerk to the Council.

01. To elect the Chair.

Resolved to elect Cllr Terry Bone as Chairman and for Cllr Bone to sign a Declaration of Acceptance of Office at the earliest opportunity after the meeting.

02. To elect the Vice-Chair.

Resolved to elect Cllr Susan Birkby as Vice – Chair.

03. To receive apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from: Cllr G Glenn.
04. To receive declarations of interest.


There were none.

05. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th April  2010.


Resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 6th April 2010 without amendment as a correct record.

06. To be notified of matters accomplished or arisen since the last meeting not included elsewhere on the agenda. 


(Ref Min 222 2009/2010) The Clerk reported receiving a response from David Holdsworth, WMDC Footpaths Officer, saying the missing footpath sign will be replaced in the 2010/2011 programme, that he did not encounter any obstructions to the footpath and that he would ask the landowner concerned to make the stile off Shay Lane easier to use.
07. SAFE Scheme and Police matters– To receive a report from PS Day.


PS Day reported on four recorded incidents in the month of April involving burglary, damage and theft.


24 hours were worked under the SAFE scheme split 20 hours for PC’s and 4 for PCSO’s mostly dealing with anti-social behaviour.

Inspector Lee Carlson has taken over from Inspector Helen Brear.


PS Day reminded Councillors that for incidents to be recorded and included in statistics they need to be reported by phone and that e-mail is not sufficient.


Resolved to note the report.
08. WMDC Ward Members - To receive a report from the District Councillors.


Cllr Cummings reported that an A-frame gate will be installed in the footpath near Cherry Tree Stores in the near future.


She reported that the Government has awarded additional money for Highways work, and that Elmwood Drive and Beech Croft will be re-surfaced imminently. 


She made reference to the Nine Lakes project on which she had sent information to the Clerk for Councillors’ attention.


Blocked gullies along Shay Lane will be attended to in the next couple of weeks.

Resolved to note the report.
09. To receive a report from Graham West, Highway Network Manager on: 

1. Measures to prevent flooding of Drain Beck.


Graham West reported that, since the floods in 2007, the district has been modelled for water catchment and drainage as a result of which six catchment areas have been identified as requiring high priority. Walton had 20 houses flooded and lies in the second highest priority catchment area which had 461 houses flooded. 

A great deal of work has been done on riparian ownership because an ongoing problem is of litter blocking the open waterways. Over 1000 tons of litter were removed last year.


Recent legislation puts more responsibility on local authorities to survey and maintain watercourses and regular inspections have been instituted. Maintenance will be a top priority and letters have been formulated to send to riparian owners to ensure they comply with their responsibilities. There are various schemes being proposed for absorption of water. Discussions have been held with Waterton Park Hotel and Graham West feels the removal of a gate was not the cause of flooding.



There was disagreement over which gate was being referred to and Graham West agreed to make a visit to the area with a group of Parish Councillors.

Resolved to note the report.
2. Road surfacing along Shay Lane.


Graham West reported that following the worst winter period for 30 years, additional money was received from the Government to deal with the more rapid deterioration this has caused. Surveys have been carried out over the various categories of road and 80% of potholes have been repaired.



Prioritising work has been done from the viewpoint of accidents, hot spots for claims, reported defects and surveyed roads.


Light patching has been done on Shay Lane, and Graham West is awaiting more information but feels it is unlikely that more will be done in the current financial year.


Councillors pointed out the very poor state of The Grove and queried how standards are checked after work has been done by contractors and why work was not done as advertised on boards at the site. 


Graham West responded by saying that 60% of work is carried out by contractors and a full inspection is carried out at the end of a job before signing off for payment. He is keen that residents are made aware that work will be carried out in their locality, but outside factors mean that the dates have to be flexible.


Various observations were made about specific locations where work has been carried out which Graham West noted.


Resolved to note the report.
010. Finance – 

1. To approve accounts paid and income received April 2010.


The Clerk submitted details (copy attached to minutes) of accounts paid totalling £9,283.90 and income received of £17,039.75 including the first half of the precept. 


The account balances at the end of April are: 

Current A/c: 
£9,291.75

Business reserve a/c:
£25,808.55

Resolved to approve the financial statements and payments.

2. To consider and comment on the review of the effectiveness of the system of Internal Audit.

A report by the Clerk and the review carried out by Cllrs Cottrell, Shaw and Sullivan with the Clerk was circulated with the agenda for consideration.
Resolved to approve the review and accept the report recommendations.
3. To consider and comment on the review of the effectiveness of the system of Internal Controls.


A report by the Clerk was circulated with the agenda.

Resolved to approve the review and accept the report recommendations.
4. To receive the report of the Internal Auditor.

The report of the Internal Auditor was circulated with the agenda.

Resolved to receive the report and note the recommendations.
5. To approve the Parish Final Accounts for the year 2009/2010.


Copies of the Final Accounts were circulated with the agenda.

Resolved to approve the accounts.  
6. To approve the Accounting Statements of the Annual Return


Copies of the Accounting Statements for the Annual Return were circulated with the agenda.


Resolved to approve the statements. 
7. To confirm agreement to the nine statements for the Annual Governance Statement of the Annual Return. 


Copies of the Annual Governance Statement were circulated with the agenda.


Resolved to agree each of the statements.
8. To confirm Bank Signatories.


Resolved to maintain the current signatories: Cllrs T Bone; E Fairclough; K Shaw.
011. To consider correspondence.

1. Invitation from YLCA to attend a meeting on 13.05.10 to discuss the draft Charter with WMDC.
The Clerk reported he would be unable to attend the meeting and the Chairman said he will be away.

2. Correspondence received after the distribution of the agenda for information:

1. Yorkshire Water - acknowledgment of the change of account for water rates from the Parish Council to Walton Tennis Club.

2. Yorkshire and The Humber Rural Affairs Forum - newsletter ‘Rural Matters’.
3. WMDC Footpaths Officer – response to report of missing footpath sign.
4. Mayor of City of Wakefield – invitation to ‘Bling’ Charity Ball.


Resolved to note the correspondence.
012. To consider the appointment of Parish Council representatives to outside bodies.

Resolved that representation is as follows:
1. Barnsley Canals Consortium  -  if a meeting is called then Cllr Bone will be advised.
2. Normanton & Wakefield Road Safety Committee – no representation needed.

3. Sandal Charities (Sandal Magna Relief in Need Charity & Harrison’s Almshouse Charity -  relief of need, hardship or distress in the Sandal Magna area) – Cllr Fairclough. 

4. Town & Parish Council Liaison Group – the Clerk will attend meetings and advise the Council of topics of interest.

5. VOX  - no representation needed.

6. Walton Community Centre – Cllr Mackley.
7. West Yorkshire Police liaison – Cllr Fairclough.

8. West Yorkshire Rural Transport Partnership – no representation needed.
013. To consider membership of Working Parties.

Resolved that membership should be as follows:

1. Planning Working Party: Cllrs: Cottrell, Fairclough, & Massey. 
2. Village Hall & Coronation Cottage Working Party: Cllrs: Loosemore, Massey, Prince & Shaw.
3. Environmental Improvements Working Party:  Cllrs: Cottrell & Mackley and that Cllr Glenn is asked to become a member of this group.
4. Recreation Field and Playground Working Party: Cllrs: Birkby, Prince & Sullivan.
014. Planning Working Party.

1. To review planning applications validated and decided April 2010. 

4 applications were validated and none decided in the period.
Resolved to make no comments.
015. Village Hall and Coronation Cottage Working Party.


The Clerk reported he had sent out letters to keyholders reminding them of their responsibilities and asking them to acknowledge their acceptance or to return the keys. Not all keyholders had replied yet.


Resolved:

i. to chase up non-responding keyholders.

ii. to obtain quotations from three decorators for painting the exterior and interior of the Village Hall.
016. Recreation and Playgrounds Working Party.


Resolved that:

i. Following receipt of the report from PC A Hosker on security issues around the Tennis Club area, the Working Party will make recommendations at the June meeting.

ii. Following receipt of the annual report on the condition of the playground equipment from WMDC, the Clerk will contact WMDC to arrange remedial action and will write to Jerry Harrington seeking financial assistance for the future replacement of the helter skelter.
017. Environmental Improvements Working Party.

1. To consider a request to support Walton Flower, Produce and Handicraft Show.

Resolved to support Walton Flower and Produce Show with £200.

2. Drain Beck.


Resolved that the Clerk arrange a meeting with Graham West and Councillors to visit the gap in the wall surrounding Walton Golf Club where Drain Beck flows through (ref minute 09.1 above).
3. Risk assessment of the War Memorial.

Cllr Mackley reported that she consulted the War Memorial Trust website and subsequently risk assessed the War Memorial. The Trust recommended securing the plaques to prevent them being stolen and to photograph the information on them to provide a record in the event that they were damaged or stolen. It also recommended seeking to make the memorial a listed building.


She found that the stone flags around the memorial needed relaying. 

Resolved that the Clerk:

i. report the condition of the flags to WMDC.
ii. photograph the plaques and seek advice on their condition.
iii. investigate the possibility of getting the memorial listed.
018. To review progress towards producing a Parish Plan.


Cllr Birkby reported that she and Cllr Glenn were working on producing an initial draft for the June meeting.

Resolved to note the report.
019. To receive matters reported directly to the Clerk.


The Clerk reported comments received after the Annual Parish meeting concerning litter on the Trans Pennine Trail.


Resolved that the Clerk report this to WMDC.
020. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960  s 1(2).


Resolved:

i. that In view of the confidential nature of the business of considering rental terms with Walton Tennis Club, the Press and Public be excluded .
ii. that further legal advice be investigated.
Meeting closed: 9.05pm
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